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“INHABITANTS: 
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on the following interefting : 


SUB) bo Cor -s: 


I, Of the Origin and defign of Government in general, 
with concfe Remarks on the Englith Confticution, — 


' WI. Of Monarchy and Heredivary Succeffion. 


~ AIL. Thoughts on the prefent Siate of American Affairs, 


IV. Of the prefent Ability of America, with fome mi(cel- 
_ laneous Reflections. 


_ A NEW EDITION, with feveralAdditions in the Body of gw 
the Work. To which is added an APPENDIX ; to- - €& 
gether with an Addre(s to the People calied QUAKERS, | 


NN. B. The new Addition here given increafes the Work | 


upwards of one Third. 
Man knows no Mafter fave creating HEAVEN, i 
Or shoft whom Choice and commons Good ordain. 4 
ee ee THOMPSON, ‘ 


PHILADELPHIA Printed : Newzury-Port, Reprinted, — 
for SAMUEL PHILLIPs, jun. of Andover, 


Confuse, is the 


INTRODUCTION. 


ERHAPS the fentiments contained in the following 
Bo pages, are not yet fufficiently. fafhicnable to procure 


them general favour; a. long habit of nor thinking @ 


thing wrong, gives it a fuperficial appearance of being right, 
and raifes at firft a formidable outcry in defence of cuftom. 
But the tumult foon fubides. ‘Time mzkcs more converts 
than reafon. | ; | 
- Asa long and violent ebule of power, is generally the 
Means of cailing the,right of ft in queftion (and in Mat= 
ters too which might never have been thought of, had not 


the Sufferers been aggiavated into the inquiry) and as the 


King of England hath undestaken in bis own Right, to fup- 


port the Parliament in what he calls theirs, and as the 


good people ef this country are gricvoully opprefied by the 
gombination, they have an undoubted privilege to enquire 
into the pretentions of both, ane equally to reject the ufure 
pttion of either. : 


In the following fheets, the author hath fludioufly avoid , 
ed every thing which is perfonal among ourfelves. - Com- 


pliments as well as cenfure to individuals make no part 
thereof. The wife, and the worthy, aced not the triumph 
of a pamphlet ; and thofe whofe fentimesits are injudicious, 
or unfriendly, will ceafe of themfelves uniefs too much 
pains are beftowed upon their converfion. 

The caufe of America is in a great meafure the caufe of 
all mankind. Many circumfances hath, and will arife, 
which are not loca!, but univerfal, and through which the 
principles of all Lovers of Mankind are eftected, and in the 
Event of which, their Affe@tions ars intereited. “The lay- 
ing a Country defolate with Fire and Sword, decharing 


War apainft the natural righis of ail Mankind, and extr- 
pating the Detenders thereof from the Pace of the Earth, 


is the Concern of every Man to whom Nature has given 
the power of. feeling ; of wich Ciafs, regardiefs a Pasty 


AU THOR 


INTRODUCTION 

P. 5. The Publication of this new Edition bath beem 
delayed, with a View of taking notiee (bad i¢ been necef- 
fary) of any Attempt to refute the Dodtrine of -Indepen- 
dance: As no Anfwer hath yet appeared, it is now prefume- 
ed that none will, the Time needful for getting fuch a 
Performance eady for the Public being corfiderably paft. 
Who the Auihor of this Production is, is wholly unnee 
eeflary to the Public.as the Objeét for Attention is the Dec- 
trine itfelf, not the Man. Yet it may not be unneeef- 
fary to fay, That he is unconnected with any Party, and 
tinder no fort of Influence public or private, bat the in@ue 

ence-of reafon and princip'e. 

Philadelphia, February 14, 1776. 
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Of the origin and defign of government in genes 
ral. With concile remarks on the Eaplith cons 
ftitution, 


& 


YOME writers have fo confounded fociety with govern: 
_y Ment, as to leave little or. no diftinGion between them 3. 
whereas they are not only different, but have different. 
Origins, Society is produced by our wants, and government. 
by our wickednefs ; the forme: promotes our happine!s poo. 
fiively by uniting our aff:Aions, the latter negatively by tee 
firaining our vices. The one encourages intercourfe, the, 
ather creates diftin@iions. The fift is a patron, the la a. 
punifher. ze 


Society in every ftate is a bleffing, but government ever... 


in its beft tate is but a neceflary evil ; in it’s worft fate am 
intolerable one ; for when we {cfcr, or are expofed to the 
fame miferies by @ government, which we might expedt.in. a 
country without government, our calamity is heightened by 
reficCting that we furnith the means by. which we fufFer—e 
Government like drefs, is the badge of loft innocence ; the 


palaces of kings are built on.the ruins of she bowers of | 
_ paradife. For were the impulfes of confcience clear, uniforms 
_ and irrefiftably obeyed, man wou'd need no other Jawgiver s 
_ but that rot being the cafe, he finds it neceffary to furrender 
Up a part of his property to furnifh. means for the protection . 
ofthe reft.; and this he is induced io do by the fame prue 


dence which in every other cife adviles him out of two ec. 


vils to choofe the leaf, Wherefore, fecurity being the true _ 


defign and end of government, it unan{werably foilows tha¢.. 
whatever form thereof appears moft likely to in{ure it tous, 


with the leaft expence aud greateft. benefic, is preferable ta | 
all. others, 


Aw ordsr to gain a clear and juft idea of the defign and pr J 
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of government, let us fuppofe a (mall number of perfons fet= 
tled in fome fequeftered part of the earth, unconnected with 
the reft, they will then reprefent the fir peopling of any 
country, or of the world, In this- ftate of natural liberty; 
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 fociety will be their frft thought. A thoufand motives will 


excite them thereto, the frength of one mab is fo. unequal 
to his wants, and his mind fo unfitted for perpetual folitudes 
that he is {oon obliged to feck affifance and relief of ano- 


~ ther,who in his turn requires the fame. Four ar five united 


would be able to raife a tolerable dwelling ia the midd. of 2 
wildernefs, but oze mian might labour out the common peé- 
riod of life without accomplithing any thing 3 when he had 
felled his timber he could not remove its nor ereQ it after it 
was removed ; hunger in. the mean tifte would urge him 


from his work, and every different want call him a different 


way. Difeafe, nay even misfortune would be death, for 
though neither might be mortal, yet either would difable 


im from living.and reduce him toa fate in which he might 


rather be faid to perifhr than to dies: : 
Thus neceflity,like a gravitating power, would foon fornt 
our newly atrived emigrants into fociety, the reciprocal bief- 
fiigs of which wou'd fuper(ede, and render the obligations 
of law and government umneceflary while they remained 
perfectly ju to each other ¢ but as nothing but heaven is inv- 
pregnable to vice, it will unavoidably happen that in pro- 


portion as they furmount the fit difficulties of emigration 


which’ bound them together in a common caufe, they will 
begin to relax in their duty and attachment to each other 5 
and this remifaels will point out the necefiity of eftablifhing 


{ome form of government to fupply the defet of moral virtues. 
“Some convenient tree will afford theni a State Houfe, un- 
der the branches of which-the whole colony may affemble — 
to deliberate on public matters. Ic is more than probable 
that their fi: laws will have’ the title only of REGULATI< 
ews and be enforced by no other penalty than public difes 


fcem. In this fir parliament every man, by nataral fights 
will havé a feat. . | 

‘But af the colony increafes, the public concerns will ine 
creafe likewile, and the difiance at which the members nay 


be feparated, will render it too inconvenient for all of theme 
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to meet on every occafion as at firft, when their number was 
fmall, theic habitations near, and the public concerns few 
and trifling. This will point out the convenience of their 
confenting to leave the legiflative part to be managed by a 
féleét number chofen from the whole body, who are fuppo- 
fed to have the fame concerns at ftake which thofe have wha 
appointed them, and who will aét in the fame manner as the 
whole body would act were they prefent. If the colony 
continue increafing, it will become neceflary to augment the 
number of the reprefentatives, and that the intereft of every 
part of the colony may be attended to, it will be found beft 
to divide the whole into convenient parts, each part fending 
its proper number 3 and that the elected might never form to 
themfelves an intereft feparate from the electors, prudence 
wil! point out the propriety of having elections often ; be- 
caule as the eleéied might by that means return and mix a= 
gain with the general body of the e/ecfars in a few monthss 
their fidelity to the public will be fecured by the prudent re- 
flexion of not making a rod for themfelves. And as this — 
frequent interchange will eftablifh a common intereft with. 
every part of the community, they will mutually and natu= 
rally fupport each other, and on this (not on the unmeaning | 
name of king) depends the ffrength of government, and thé 
hapsinefs of the governed. | 

Here then is the origin and rife of government ; namelys 
a mode rendered neceflary by ‘the inability of moral virtue 
to govern the world ; bere too is the defign and end of go- 
- yernment, viz. freedom and fecurity. And however our 
eyes may he dazz'ed with fhow, or our ears deceived by 
found ; however prejudjce may warp our wills, or interefe » 
darken our underftanding, the fimpie voice of nature and of 
reafon will fay, it is right. , | 

I draw my idea of the form of government from a prin- 
ciple in nature, which no art can overturn,viz, that the more 
fimple any thing is, the le(s liable it is to be difordered, and 
the eafier repaired when difordered 3 with this maxim in view 
1 offer a few remarks on the fo much boafted conftitution 
of England. That it was noble for the dark and flavith 
‘times in which it was erected, is granted. When the world 
‘was over-run with tyranny the sy remove therefrom wag 
. a 
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a giorious refcue. But that it is imperfect, (ubje& to cone 
vulfions, and incapable of producing what it feems to pro= 
mife, is eafily demonftraied, 

Abfclate governments (:ho” the difgrace of human nature): 
have this advantage with them, that they are fimple ; if the: 
people fuffer, they know the Head from which their fuffer- | 
ing f{prings, ktow likewife the remedy, and are not bewil- 
dered by a variety ofcaufes andcures, Bur the conftitution: 
of Hoagland is fo excceding'y complex, that the nation may’ 
fuffsr for years together without being. able to difcover im 
which part the fau't lies, fome will fay in-one and fome in: 
anoiher, and every political phyfician will advife a differs 
ent medicine. hak gd 

_E know it is ¢ ficult to get over local or long fanding: 
prejudices, yet uf we will fuffer ourlelves to examine the: 
component parts of the Engitfh confitution, we fhai! find. 
them to be the bafe remains of two ancient (yrannics, come 
pounded with fome new republican materials. 

Fir fi,-~ Ube remains of monarchical tyranny in the’ pero 
fon of the king. 

Secondlyj—~ Che remains of ariftocratical tyranny in the 
perfoss of the peers, Sd | | 

Thirdly = The new republican materials, in the perfons- 
ef the commors, on whole-virtue depends the freedom of 
Roglard. ; ae 

The two frit, by being hereditary, are independent of the 
people 3 wherefore in a con/fttutional fenfe they contribute: 
nothing towards the freedom of ihe flate. 2 

To fay that the conftitution of England is a union of three: 
powers reciprocally checking each other, is farcical, either the 
words have no meaning, or they are flat contradiGtions, 

_ To fay that the commons is a check upon the king, pree 
fupoofes two things. 

firfi,—- That ihe king is not to be trufted without being. 
looked after, or in o her words, that a thirit for abfolute pow- - 
er is the natural difeafe of monarchy. 

— Secondly.— That the commons, by beirg appointed for 
tliat purpofe, are either wifer or moie worthy of confidence 
than the crown, | 

Bat as the fame conftitution which gives the commons @ ° 

, . powaa 
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gpower to check the king by witholding the fupplies, gives 


afte: wards the king a power to check the commons, by em- 


spowering him to reject their other bills 5 it again fappofes 


hat the king is wifer than thofe whom it has already tuppo- 
fed to be wifer than him. A mere ablurcits 1. 
There is fomething exceedingly ridiculous in th 
Aition of monarchy. tt firt excludes a man from ime t 
-of information, yet-empowers him to act in cafes where the 


higheft judgment is required, The flate of 2 king Thuts him 


* « 2 . £ « 
from ‘he-world, yet the bufinefs of a king iequires him te 
dcnow it thoroughly.; wherefore the diffzrent pasts, by unna- 


turally oppofing and deftroying each other, prove the whole 


«charaéer to be abiurd and ulelefs. : 

Some writers have explained theEnglifh conftitution thus. 
the king, fay they, is one, the peop'e another ; the peers are 
.an boufe in beha'f of the king; the commons in behalf of 
the people; but this hath all the diftintions of an houfe di- 
wided againft itfelf., and though the expreflions be pleafantly 
arranged, yet when examined they appear idle and ambie 
guous ; and it will always‘happen, that the: nicett conftruc- 
gion that words are capable of, when applied to the de(crip- 


- tion of fomething which either cannot exift, or is tco incom- 


prehenfible to be within thecompa(s of defcription, will be 
swords of found only, and though they may amufe the ear, 
they cannot inform the mind, for this explanation includes 
a previous qucftion, viz. How came theking by a power which 
the people are afraid to truft, and always obliged tacheck ? 
Such a power could not be the gift of a wile peopie, neither 
can any power, which needs checking, be from Grd ; yet the 
-provifion, which the conftitution makes, fuppofes fuch a 
power to exit. 


_ But the provifion is unequal tothe tafk ; the means ci- 
ther cannot or will not accomplifh the end, and the whole 


adfais is a telo de fe; for as the greater weight will al= 
ways.carry up the lefs, and asa] the wheels of a machine 
are put in motion by one, it only remains to know which 


power in the conftitution has the mio weight, for that will 
govern; and though the others, or a part ofthem, may clog, 


oras the phrafe is, check the rapidity of is motion, yet fo 


Hong as tiey cannot ftop it, their endeavours wi)! De ineffec- 
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tual ; the firft moving power will at laft have it’s way, and" 
what it wants in fpeed is fupplied by time. 

That the erown is this overbearing part in the Englith 
conftitution needs not to be mentioned, and that it derives 
its whoie confequence merely from being the giver of places 
and penfions is felf evident, wherefore, though we have been 
wife enough to faut and lock a door againft abfolute monar- - 
chy, we at the fame time have been foolifh enough to put 
the crown in pofleffion of the key. * 

The prejudice of Englifhmen, in favour of their own go- 
vernment by king, lords and commons, arifes. as much or 
more from nationa! pride thanreafon, Individuals are une: 
doubtedly fafer in Eng!and than in fome other countries, bat 
the will of the king is as much the law of the jand in Bii- 
tain asin France, with this d ference, that inftead of proe 
ceeding directiy from bis mouth, it is handed to the people 
under the more formidable fhape of an act of parliament. 
For the fate of Charles the firft, hath only made kings more 
fubtle—not moge juft. j 

Wheiefore, laying afide all national pride and prejudice 
in favour of modes and forms, the plain truth is, that zt és 
whelly owing to the conflitution of the peoples and not to the 
confiitution of the ‘government that the crown is not as ope 
prefiive in England as in Tuskey. 

An inquiry into the conffitutional errers in the Englifh 
form of government is at this time highly neceflary ; for as 
we are never in a proper condition of coing juftice to others, 
while we continue under the influence of fome leading par- — 
tiality, fo neither are we capable of doing it to ourfelves 
while we remain fettered by any cbftinate prejudice. And 
as aman, who is attached to a proftitute, is unfitted to 
choofe or judge of a wife, fo any prepoileffion.in favour of 3 
rotten conftitulion of government will difable us from dif- 
geraing a good one, | | 

Of monarchy and hereditary fucceffion. - 
® ANKIND being originally equals in the order of _ 
¥& creation, the equality could only be deftroyed by | 
fome fubfequent circumftance ; the diftinctions of rich and 


poor may ina great meafure be accouni¢d for, and that 
| ; without 
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| without having recourfe to the harfh ill founding names of 
oppreffion and avarice. Oppreffion is often the confequences 
‘but feldom or never the mean of riches; and though ava- | 
rice will preferve a man from being neceffitoufly poor, it | 
generally makes him too timorous to be wealthy. re) | 
But there is another and greater diftinGion for which no A 
truly natural or religious reafen can be affigned, and that | 
1 is the diftinGtion of men into Kines and suzjeTs, Male a | 
| and femiale are the diftinétions of nature, good and bad the | 
diftinétions of heaven ; but how a race of men came into 
the world fo exalted above the reft, and diftinguifhed like q 
| 


fome new fpecies, is worth enquiring into, and whether 
they are the meats cf happinefs ar of mifery to mankind, | 
In the early ages of the wor!d according to the fcripture . 
chronology, there were no kings ; the confequence of which | 
was there were go wars; it is the pride of kings which 
throws maskind into confufion, Holland without a king 
hath enjoyed more peace for this laft century than any of 
the monarchical governments in Europe. Antiquity fae 
vors the fame remaik 5 for the quiet and rural lives’ of the 
firft patriarchs hath a happy fomething in them, which 
vanifhes away when we come to the hiltcry of Jewith 
| royalty. 
Government by kings was firft introduced ‘into the world 
’ by the Heathens, from whom the children of Ifrael copied 
| the cuftom. It was the moft profperous invention the De- 
vil ever fet on foot for the promotion of idolatry. The 
Heathens paid divine honors to their deceafed kings, and 
the chiftian world hath improved on the plaa by doing the 
fame to their living ones. How impious is the title of fa- 
ered majefty applied to a worm who in the midf of his | 
{piendor is crumbling into du#@! > : i 
_ > As the exalting one man fo greatly above the reft cannot F. 
| be juftified on the equal rights of nature, fo neither can it be 4 
defended on the authority of fcripiure ; for the will of the 
_ Almighty, as declared by Gideon and the prophet Samuel, . 
 €xprefsly difapproves of Government by kings. All anti« Ee 
monarchical parts of fcripture have been very fmooth!y glof- et 
fed over in monarchica! governments, but they undoubtedly 
merit the attention of counties which have their govern- | 
| ments ! 
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menats-yet to form. “ Render unto Cafar the things which 
are Goefar’s” isthe feripture doctrine of couris, yet it is ne 
fupport of monarchial government, for the Jews at that time 
wers without aking, and in a fta‘e of vaflallage to the Ro- 
Tans, : : 

_ Near three thoufand years pafled away from the Mofai 
account.of the creation, till the jews uncer a national delus 


_fion requefted a king... Till then their form of government 


(except in extraordinary cafes, where the Almighty interpo- 
fed) was 2 kind of republic adminiftered by a judge and the 
elders of thetribes. Kings they had none, and it was hed 
finful to acknowledge any being under that title but the Lord 
of Hofts. And when a man (ferioufly refedts on the idola- 
¢rous homage which is paid to the perfons of kings, he need 
not wonder that the Almighty, ever jealous of his honof, 
Should difapprove-of a form of government which fo impi- 
oufly invades the prerogative of heaven. — . 

Monarchy is ranked in fcripture as one of the fins of the 
Jews, for which a cur(e in referve is denounced againft them. 
‘The hiftory of that tranfaGiion is worth attending to. 

The Children of Ifrael being opprefled by the Midianites, 
Gideon marched againft them with a {mail army, and victo- 
sy, through the divine interpofition, decided in his favour —= 
The Jews elate with fuccefs, and attributing it to the gene- 
ralthip of Gideon, propoted making hima king, faying, Rule 
thou over us, thou and thy fon, and thy fon’s fon. Here was 
gemptation in it’s fulle# extent; not a kingdom only, but an 
liereditary one, but Gideon in the piety of bis foul replied, 7 
ewill not rule over you, neitber hall my fon rule gver you, THE 
LorD SHALL RULE oveR you. Wordd need not be 
more explicit; Gideon doth ot decline the honor, but deni- 
eth their right to give it; neither doth he compliment them 
with invented declarations of his thanks, but in the pofitive 
flile of a prophet charges them with difaffeCtion to their pro- 
per fovereign, the king of heaven, Sat | 

About one hundred and thirty years after this, they fell a- _ 
gain into the fame error The hankering which the Jews 
had for the idolatrous cuftoms of the heathens, is fomething 
exceedingly unaccountable ; but fo it was, that laying hold 
of the mifeonduct of Samwuel’s two fons, whe were eae 
With 
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with fome fecular coacerns, they came in an abrupt and clae 
morous manner to Samuel, faying, Bsh./d thew art old. and 
Shy fons walk not in thy ways, now make usa hing to judge us 

bike all the other mations. .And here we canno: but obferve 
that their motives were bad, viz. that they might be /i#e 
unt> other nations, f. e. the Heathens, whereas their true 
glory laid in being as much unlike them as pofible. Bue 
the thing difpleafed Samuel when they faid, Give us a king to 
judge us ; and Samuel prayed unto the Lord, and the Lard 
fatd unto Samuel, Hearken unto the voice of the people in all 
that they fay unto thee, for they have not rejected thee. but they 
bave rejected me. THxT | SHOULD NOT RFIGN OVER 
THE &. According to all the works which they have done fince 
she day that I brought them up out of Egypt, even anto this 
day, wherewith they have forfaken me and ferved other Geds 3 
fo do they alfo unto thee, Now therefore hearken unto their 
voice, howbeit, protef? folemnly unto th:m and fhew them the 
manner of the king that fhall reign over them, i ¢. not of aay 
particular king, but the general maaner of the kings of ‘he 
earth, whom Ifracl was fo eagerly copying after: And note 
withftanding the great diftance of time and difference of 
manners, the charatter is ftill in fathion, And Semuel told’ 
all the words of the Lord unto the people, that afked of him @ 
hing. And be faid, this fhall be the manner of the hing that 
Shall reign over you ; he will take your fons and appoint them 


for bimfelf, for bis chariots, and to be bis horfemen, and fome 


Spall run before bis chariots (this de‘cription agrecs with the 
prefent mode of imprefling men) and he will appoint him cape 
dains over thoufands and captains over fifties, and will fet them 
to ear bis ground and to reap his barve/t, and t0 make his in- 
iruments of war, and inftruments of bis chariots ; and be will 
bake your daughters to be confectionaries, and to be cooks and. 
to be bakers (this defcribes the expence and luxury as well as _ 


the oppreffion of kings) and he will take your fields and your 


“live yards,even the beff of them, and give them to bis fervants 3 
and he will take the tenth of your feed, and of your vineyards, 
and give them to bis officers and to his fervants (by which we 
fee that bribery, corruption and favouritifm are the ftanding 


vices of kings) and he will take the tenth of your men fervants, 


Gnd your maid fervants, and your goodlie/t young men and your. 
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afjes, and put them to his work 5 and be will take the tenth of 
your Jheep, and ye shall be bis fervants and ve fall cry out in 
that day becaufe of your king which ye shall have chofen, AND - 


THE LoRD WILL NOT HEAR YOU IN THAT DAY. — 
This acccunis for tte coniinuation of monarchy 5 neither do 
the charsGers of the few good kings which have lived finces 
either fandctify the title, or bios out the finfuinefs of the ori- 
gin ; the high encomium given of David ‘takes no notice of 
him effictally as 2 king, but only as a man after God’s own 


—peart. “Neverthele/s the peeple refufed to obcy the voice of Sa- 


muel, and they faid nay, but we will bave a king over us, that 


we may be like ail the nations, and. that our king may judge 


us, and go out before us and fight our battles. Samuel con- 
tinued toreafon with them, but to no purpole ; he fet before 
them their ingratitude, but ail would not avail; and feeing 
them fully bent on their folly, he cried out, J will call unto 
the Lord, and he foall fend thundsr and rain (which then was 
a punifhment, being in the time of wheat harvelt) that you 
may perceive aud fee that your wickednefs is great which ye 
have done in the figat of the Lord, IN ASKING YOU A KING. 
So Samuel called unto the Lord, and the Lord fent thunder and 
rain that day, and all the people greatly feared the Lord and 
Samuel. And all the people faid unto Samuel, pray for thy 
fervants unto the Lard thyGod that we die not, for WE HAVE 
ADDED UNTO OUR SINS THIS EVIL, TO ASK A KINGe 
Thefe portions of fciipture are direct and pofttive. They 
admit of no equivocal conftruction, Thatthe A mighty 
hath here entered his proteft again monarchical governe 
ment is true,or the fcripture is falfe. Andaman hath good » 
reafon to believe that there is as much of king-craft, a8 
ptieft-craft, in withholding the fcripture from the public in 
popith countries. For monarchy in every ioftance is the po- 
pery of governmen’. | on 
‘To the evi! of monarchy we have added that of herecitary 
fucceffion ; and as th: fir is a degradation and leilening of 
ourfelves, fo the fecond, claimed as a maatter of right, is am 
infult and an impofition on poferity. For all men being o- - 
riginally equals, no ene by. birth could have a right to fet up 
his own family in perpetual preference to all others for ever, 
and though bimfelf might deferve fome decent degree of 
creas : " -Rorars 


| oat timed, Mahomet like, to cram heceditary right down 
Cc 
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_fronors of his cotemporaries, yet his defcendants might be 


far tao uaworthy toioheritthem. One of the frongeft na- 
sural proofs of the folly of hereditary right in kings, is, that 
mature difapproves it, otherwife fhe would not fo frequenily 


turn it into ridicule by giving mankind an a/s for a lion, 


Secondly, asno man at firft could poffets any other pub- 
lic henors than were beftewed upon him, fo the givers of 
thofe konors cou'd have no powers to give away the right of 
pofterity, and though they migh; fay ** We choofe you for 
our head,” they coud not without manifeft injuftice to their 
thildren, fay, ** that your children and your children’s chile 
dren fhall reign over ours for ever. Becaufe fuch an uo- 
wife, unjuf, unnatural comcact might (perhaps) in the next 
fucceffion put them under the government of a rogue cr a 
fool. Moft wife men, in their . private fentimenis, have 


. ever treated hereditary right with contempt ; yet it is one of 


thofe evils, which when once eftablifhed is not eafiiy remo- 
wed ; many fubmit from fear, others from fuperftition, and 
the more powerful part fhares with the kiag the plunder of 
the reft 

This is fuppofing the prefent race. of kings in the world 
to have had an honorable origina; whereas it’s more than prae 
babe, that could we take off the dark covering of antiquity, 
and trace them to their firft rife, that we fhoud fiad the fir 
of them nothing betier than the principal ruffian of fome 
seftlefs gang, whofe favage manners or pre emineuce in fube 
cilty obtained him the title of chief among p'underers 3 and 
who by increafing in power, and extending his depredai ie 
tions, averawed the quiet and defencelefs to purchafe their 
fafecy by frequent contributions, Yet his eleGtors could 
have no idea of giving hereditary right to his defcendants, 
becaufe fuch a perpetual exc'ufion of themfelves was incom- 
patible with the free and unreftrained principles they prose 
fefled ta live by. Wherefore, hereditary facceffion in the 
early ages of monarchy could not take piace as a matter of 
claim, but as fomething cafual or complimental ; but as few 
or no records were extant in thufe days, and traditionary 
hiftory ftuffed with fables,ic was very ealy,after the lapfe of a 
few generations,to trump up fome fuperititions tale conveni- 
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the throats of the vulgar. Perhaps the diforders which 
threatened or feemed to threaten, on the deceafe of a leader 


_ and the choice of a new one (for elections among ruffians 


could not be very orderly) induced many at firft to favour 
hereditary pretenfions ; by which means it happened, as it 
hath happened fince, that what at firft was fubmitted to as 
a convenience, was afterwards claimed as a right. | 

England, fince the conqueft, hath known fome few good 
monarchs, but groaned beneath a much larger number of 
bad ones ; yet no man in his fenfes can fay that their claim 
tinder William the Conqueror is 2 very honorable one. A. 
French baftard Janding with an armed banditti, and efta- 


blifhing himfelf king of England againft the confent of the 
Matives, is in plainterms a very paltry rafcally original.—= 


It certainly hath no divinity in it. However, it is needlefs 
to {pend much time io expofing the folly of hereditary rights 
if there are any fo weak as to believe it, let them promifcu- 
oufly worfhip the afs and lion, and welcome. I fhall neither 
ccpy their humili.y, nor difturb their devotion. 

Yet I fhould be glad to afk how they fuppofe kings came 
at firft ? the queftion admits but of three anfwers, viz. ¢i- 
ther by lot, by election, or by ufurpation. If the firft king 
was taken by lot, it eftablifhes a precedent for the next, 
which- excludes hereditary fucceffion. Saul was by lot, yet 
the fuccefZon was not hereditary, neither does it appear 
from that tranfaGtion there was any intention it ever fhould. 
If the firft king of any country was by election, that like- 


~ wife eftablifhes a precedent for the next ; for to fay, that the — 


right of all future generations is taken away, by the act of 
rhe firft electors, in their choice not only of a king, but of 
a family of kings for ever,hath no parallel in‘or out of f{crip- 
ture, but the doétrine of original fin, which fuppofes the free 
wil of all men lof in Adam; and from fuch comparifon, 
and it will admit of no other, hereditary fucceffion can de- 
rive no glaty. For a3 in Adam all finned, and as in the 
Gift ele&tors all men obeyed ; as in the one all mankind 
were fubjeted to fatan, and in the other to fovereignty ; 35 
our innocence was loft in the fic, and our authority in the 
laft; and as both difable us from re affuming fome former 
fate and privilege, it unanfwerably follows that mise 

“ | 
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fin and hereditary fucceffion are parallels. Difhonorable 
| rank! Inglorious connexion ! Yet the moft fubtils sophit 
cannot produce a jufter fimile. 

| ~ As to ufurpatioa, no man will be fo hardy as to defend 
it; and that William the Conquerer was an ulurper, is a 
fat not to be contradi€ted. ‘The plain truth is, that the 
antiquity of Engiith monarchy won’t bea: looking into. 
| ~~ But: tt is not fo much the abfurdity as the evil of heredi- 
tary fucceffion which concerns mankind. Did it iniure 

| a race of good and wife mes it would bave the fea! of di- 
| vine authority, but as ic opens a door to the focli/h, the 
evicked, and the improper, it hath in it the nature of opprefli- 

| on. Menwho look upon themfelves born to reign, and o- 

| thers to obey, foon grow infolent ; feleéted from the reft of 
mankind, their minds are early poifoned by importance ; 
| and the world they aé& in differs fo materially from the 
| world at large, that they have but little apportus.ty of know- 
| ing its true interefts, and when they fucceed to the governe 

| Ment, are frequently the moft ignorant and unfit of any 
_- throughout the dominions. 
- Anotherevil which attends hereditary fucceflion is, that 
| the throne is fubje€t to be poffefled by a minor at any age 5 
] all which time the regency, aGting under the cover of a king 
have every opportunity and inducement to betray their truft. 
‘Fhe fame national misfortune happens, when a king worn 
out with age and infirmity, enters the laft ftageof human 
weakaefs. In both thefecafes the public become aprey to. 
‘every mifcreant, who can tamper fuccefsfully with the follies 
| either ef ape or infancy. 
| The moft piaufible plea, which ‘hath ever been offered in. 
favor of hereditary fucceflion, is, that it preferves a nation 
from civil wars; and were this true, it would be weighty ; 
whereas, it is the moft bare faced falfity ever impofed upon 
mankind. The whole hiftory of England difowns the fact. 
Thirty kings and two minors have reigned in that diftracted 
kingdom fince the congueft,in which time there have been / 
| (including the Revolution) no lefs than eight civil wars and ! 
nineteen rebellions, Wherefore inflead of making fcr | 
peace, it makes againft it, and d¢ftroys the very founcation 

itfeemsto fandom, : | 
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The conteft for monarchy. and fucceflion, between the 
houfes of York and Lancafter, laid England in a fcene of 
blood for many years. Twelve pitched battles, befides 
fkirmithes ond fieges, were fought between Henry and Ed- 


ward. Twice was Henry prifoner to Edward, who in his 


turnswas prifoner to Henry. And fo uncertain is the fate 
of war, and the temper of a nation, when nothing but 
perfonal matters are the ground of a quarrel, that Henry 
was taken in triumph from a prifon to a palace, anc Ede 
ward obliged to fly from a palace to a foreign land yet, as 


fudden tranfitions of temper are feldom Jafting, Henry in 


his turn was driven from the throne, and Edward recalled 
to fucceed him. The parliament always following the 
fironget fide. sate 

This conte& began in the reign of Henry the fixth, and 
was not entirely extinguifhed till Henry the feventh, in 
whom the families were united. Including a period of 
67 years, viz. from 1422, to 1489. | 

In fhort, monarchy and fuccefficn haye laid (not this or 
that kingdom enly) but the world in blood and afhes, 
*T is a form of gavernment which the word of God bears 
teftimony againft, and blood wil) attend it. | 

If we enquire into the bufinefs of a king,we fhall find chat 
in fome countries they have none; and after fauntering a» 
way their lives without p'eafure to themfelves, or advan= 
fage to the nation, withdraw from the fcene, and Icave. 
their fucceflors to tread the fame idle round. In abfolute. 
monarchies the whole weight of bufinefs, civil and military, . 
Jies on the king ; the children of Ifrael, in their requef for. 
a king, urged this plea ‘¢ that he may, judge us, and go out 
before us and fight cur battles.” But in countries where baby 
is neither a judge nor a general, asin England, a man wou! 
be puzzled to know what js his bufinefs, 

The nearer any government approaches to a republic the . 
lefs bufinefs there is for a king. It is fomewhat difficult to 
find a proper name for the government of England. Sir. 
Wiliam Meredith calls it arepublic ; but in its prefent ftate 
it is unworthy the name, becaufe the corrupt. influence of . 
the crown, by having all the places in its difpofa', hath fo ef. , 
fectually {wallowed up the power, and eatemout the tinue 3 

is 
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of the houfe of commons (the republican part in.the con-_ 


flitution) that the government of England is nearly as mone 
archical as that of France or Spain. Men fall out with 
names without underftanding them. For it is the repub- 
lican and not the monarehical part of the conftitution of 
Eng'and which Englifhmen giory in, viz. the liberty of 
choofing an houfe of commons from out of their own bo- 
dy=-and it is eafy to fee that when republican virtue fails, 
fi.very enfues. Why is the conftiution of England fickly, 
but becaufe monarchy hath poifoned the republic,the crown 
hath engr: fled the commns ? 

' In England a king hath little more to do than to make 
war and give away places ; which in plain terms, is to im- 
poveiifh the nation and fet ittogether by the cars. A pret- 
ty bufinefs indeed for a man to be allowed cight hundred 
thoufand ferling a year for, and worfhiped into the bar- 
gain 1 Of more worth is one honeft man to fociety and in 
the fight of God, than all the crowned ruffians that eves 
lived. 


Thoughts on the prefent fate of American affaire. 
N the following pages I offer nothing more than fimp'e- 


fats, piaia arguments, and common fenfe 5 and have 


no oher pieliminaries to fettle with the reader, than that. 
he will dive himfe f of prejudice anc prepoflefion, and fuf-. 


fer his reafon and his feelings to determine for ihemfelves 5 


that he will put ov, or rather that he will not put of, the. 


true character of a man, and generoully anlaige his views 
bevond the prefent day. 


it ofamse have been written on the fubjed of the firug- | 


gie between England and America, Men of ail ranks have 


embarked in the controverfy, from different motives, and. 
with various defigns ; bus all have been ineffctiual, and the . 


period of debate isclofed. Arms, asihe !aft refource, dee 
cide the conteft ; the appeal was ihe choice of the king, 
and the continent hath accepted the challenge, | 

Ic hath been reported of the jate Mr. Pelham (who tho? 
an able minifer was not without his faulis) that on his be 
ing attacked in the houfe of commons, en the fcore, that 


his sacalures were only of a temporary kind; replied they’ 
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1 | will loft my time.” Should a thought fo fatal and unmans: 

HH ly poflefs the colonies inthe prefent conteft, the name of 

is anceftors will be remembered by future generations with 
| deteftation. : 

Mh The fun never fhined on a caufe of greater worth. ’Tis 

Er | not the affair of a city, a county, a province, or a kingdoms 

| but of a eontinent—of at leaft one eighth part of the habi- 

i table globe. ’Tis not the concern of a day, a year, or an 

t age ; pofterity are virtually involved in the conteft, and will 

He be more or Jefs affe@ed, even to the end of time, by the 

Mi proceedings now. Now is the feed time of continental 
union, faith and honor. The leaft fraCiure now will be 
like a name engraved with the point of a pin om the tender 
rind of a young oak ;the wound will enlarge with the tree, 
and pofterity read it in full grown characters. 

By referring the matter from argument to arms, anew 
gera for politics is ruck ; a new method of thinking hath 
arifen. All plans, propofals, &c. prior to the nineteenth of 
April, #. e. to the commencement of hoftilities, are like 
the almanacks of the laft year ; which, though proper then, » 

_are fuperceded and ufelefs now. Whatever was advanced 
by the advecates on either fide of the queftion then, te:mi- 
nated in one and the fame point, viz. a union with Great- 

- Britain ; the only difference between the parties was the 
method of effeéting it ; the one propofing force, the other 
friend(hip ; but it hath fo fat happened that the firft hath 
failed, and the fecond hath withdrawn her influence.” 

‘As much hath been faid of the advantages of reconcilia= 
tion, which, like an agreeable dream, hath pafied away and 
left us as we were, it is but right, that we fhould examine 
the contrary fide of the argument, and inquire into fome of | 
the many material injuries which thefe colonies fuftain, © 
and always will fuftain, by being connected with, and dew 
pendant on Great-Britain. To examine that connexion 
and dependance, on the principles of nature and common 
fenfe, to fee what we have to truft to, if feparated, and” 

_ what we are to expect, if dependant, caval 

[have heard it ,afferted by fome, that as Ametica kath 
flourifhed under her former connexion with Great- Britain, | 

that the fame connexion is neceflary towards her future hap-~ 
ei Bee en aie) : pings 
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‘pinefs, and will always have the fame effect. Nothing 
can be more fallacious than this kind of argument. We may 
as well aflert that becaufe a child has thrived upon miik, 
that itis never to have meat, or that the firft twenty years 
‘of our lives is to become a precedent for the next twenty. 
But even this is admitting more than is true, for I aofwer 
‘roundly, that America-would have fourifhed as much, and 
‘and probably much more, had no Eurogean power had any 
‘thing to do with her. The commerce, by which fhe hath 
‘enriched herfelf are the neceflaries of life, and will always 


havea market while eating is the cufom of Europe. 


But the has proteGted us, fay fome. That fhe hath en- 
grofled us is true, and defended the continent at our expence 
as well as her own is admitted, and fhe would have defend. 


_ed Turkey from the fame mtb viz. the fake of trade 


and: dominion. 

Alas, we have been long led away by ancient prejudi- 
ces, and made large facrifices to fuperftition. We have 
boafted the prote&tion of Great Britain, without confider- 
ing, that her motive was intere/?, not attachment ; that fhe 
did not protect us from our enemies on our account, but from 
her enemies on ber own account, from thofe who had no quar-= 
rel with us on any other account, and who will always be 


-gur enemies on the fame account. Let Britain wave her 


pretenfions to the continent, or the continent throw off the 


dependance, anc we fhould be at peace with France and | 


Spain were they at war with Britain. The miferies of 
Hanover laft war ought to warn us againft connexions, 

It hath lately been afferted in parliament, that the colo 
nies have no relation to each other but through the parent 
country, é. ¢. that Pennfylvania and the Jerfeys, and fo on 
for the reft, are fitter colonies by the way of England ; this: 
is certainly a very roundabout way of proving relationthip, 
but it is the neareft and only true way of proving enemy- 
fhip, if f may focall it, France and Spain never were, 
nor perhaps ever will be our enemies as Americans, but as 
our being the /ubjects of Great Britain. 

' Bat Britain is the parent country, fay fome. © Then the 
more fhame upon her conduct. Even brutes do not devour 
et Youngs nor favages make .wat upon their families ; 

wherefore 
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wherefore the affertion, if true, turns to her reproach 5 but 
it happens not to be true, or only partly fo, and the phrafe 
parent or mother country hath been jefuitically adopted by 
che king and his parafites, with alow papiftical ¢efign of 
gaining an unfair bias on the credulous weaknefs of our 
minds. Europe, and not Eng'and, is the parent country 
of America. This new world hath been the afy'um for 
the perfecuted lovers of civil and religious liberty trom 
every part of Europe. Hither have they fled, not fiom 
the tender embiaces of the mother, but from the cruelty of 
the monfter ; and it is fo far true of England, that the fame 
tyranny which drove. the firft emigrants from home, pur- 
fues their defcendants ftill. 

In this extenfive quarterof the globe, we forget the nar- 
fow limits of three hundied and fixty miles (she exent of 
England) and carry our friendfhip on a larger feale 5 we 
claim brothethood with every European chiiftian, and tri- 
umph‘in: the genercfity of the fentiment. 

lt is pleafant to obferve by what regular gradations we 
furmount the force’ of local prejudice, as'we enlarge cut 
acquaintance with the world. Arman born in any town 
in England divided into patifhes, will naturally’ aflociate 
moft with his fellow parifhoners (becaufe their interefts im 
many cafes will be common). and diftinguifh him by the 
name of neighbour ; ithe meet him but a few miles from 
home, he drops the narrow idea of a ftieet, and falutes him 
by the came of town/man ; if he travel ou’ of the c unty,and: 


meet him in any other, he forgets the minor divifions of 


fircet and town, and calls him countryman, t. €. county-man 5 
but ifin their foreign excuifions they would aflociate iw 
France or any other part of Aurepe. their local remembrance 
would be enlarged into that of BngliMmea. And by a jul 
parity of reafuning, al Europeans meeting. in America, of 
any ether quarter of the globe, are countrymen ; for fi p‘and, 
Holland, Germany, of Sweeden, when compared with the: 
whole, fland in the fame places on’ the larger fcale, which 


the divifions of ftreet, town, and county dé on the fmaller 


ones’; diftin&ions too limited for continental minds. Not 


one third of the inhabitanrs, even of shis province, ate of 
Englif defcent, Wherefore I reprobate the phrafe of pa-— 


rent 
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| rent or mother country applied to England only, as being 
 falfe, felfifb, natrow and ugencrous. 


But admitting, that we were all of Englith defcent, what 


- does it amount to ? Nothing. _ Britain, being now an open, 


enemy, extingu'thes every oher name. and tite: And to 
fay that reconciliation is our duty, és truly farcical. The 
’ ficft king of England, of the prefent line (William theCon- 


_Gueror) was a Frenchman, and half the peers. of England. 
_are defcendants from the fame country 5 wherefore by the. 


wne@ion with any partofit. Te is the true intere of Arig-, 


_any thing 3 for . . | 
drained. of inhabitants, to fupport the B:itifh arms in either 


fame method of reafoning, England ovgtft to be governed 


by France. 


_ Much hath been faid about the -united &rength of Brie. 
tain. and the colonies, that in conjunétion they might bid. 


defiance to the world. Bat this is mere prefumption 5 the. 


fate of war is uncertain, neither do the expreffions mean. 
for this continent would never fuffer itfelf to bé 


Pitt, Alea OF PUNOR Cr a eg ee i 
-Befides. what have we to do with fetting the world af. 
‘@efiaace ? Our plan is commerce, and that, well attended 
to, will fecuce ys.the peace and Friendfhip of all Europe 3 
“becaufe, it isthe interet of all Europe to have America a 


frie port. Her trade will be always a prote@ion, and hee 


. 


"barreane(s of gv'd and filyer will fecure her from invaders. 
_. IL challenge the warmeft. advocate for reconciliation to. 
fhe v, a fingle advantage this continent can reap, by being 
‘conneéted with Great Britain. ‘repeat the challenge, not . 
a fing’e advantage is derived, «Our corn will fetch its price 


io any. ma:ket in Europe, and our imported goods muft be 


‘paid for buy them where we will. 


° é e 


_. But the injuries and dif. advantages we fuftain by that cone. 


5 


Heation, are without number 3 and our duty to mankind at 
darge, as well as to ourfelves, inftruct us to. renounce the 
alliance : Becanfe, any fubmiffion to, or dependance on, 
Great Britain, ténds dire€tly to involve this conticent in 
Earopean wars and quarrels 3 and fets us at variance with na=_ 
tions, who would otherwite feck our friendthip, and again’ , 
whom, ws have peither anger norcomplaint. As Europa 
ig our market for trade, we ovght to form no partial cons 
pica 
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tica to feer clear of European contentions, which the never 
can do, while by her dependance on Britain, the is made 


the make: weight in the icale of Britith politics. 
Europe is too thick!y planted with kingdoms to be long 


at. peace, and wheoever a war breaks out between England 


and any foreign power, the trade of America goes to ruin, 
becaufe of ber connection with Britain. The next war may 
not turn out like the laft, and fhould it not, the advocates for 
reconciliation now will be withing for feparation then,becaufe 
Meutrality in that cafe, would be a fafer convoy than aman 
of war. Every thing that is right or natural pleads for (e- 


paration. The blood of the fain, the weeping voice of nae 


ture cries, "Tis TIME TO PART. Even the diftance at 
which the Almighty hath placed England and America, is 


a, ftrong and natura! proof, that the authority of the one o- 
_vert the other, was never the defign of Heaven. The time 


likewife at which the continent, was difcovered, adds weight 
to the argument, and the manner in which it was peopled 
encreafes the force of it. The refo:mation was preceded 
by the difcovery of America, as if the Almighty gracioufly 
meant to ogen a fandluary to the perfecated in future years, 
when home fhould afford neither friendfhip nor fafety 
The authority of Great-Britain over this continent, is a 
form of government, which fooner or later muft have an 
end: Anda ferious mind can draw no true pleafure by 
looking forward, under the painful and poffitive convictions 


that what he calls “ the prefent conftitution” is merely | 
temporary. As parents we can have ao joy, knowing that 


this government is not fufficiently tafting to infure any thing 


whica we may bequeath to pofterity: And by a plain me- 


thod of argument,es we are running the next generation in- 
ta debt, we ought to do the work of it, otherwife we ufe 
them mesnly and pitifully. In order to difcover the line of 


our duty rightly, we fhould take our children in our hand 


and fix our Ration a few years further into life; that emmi- 

nence will prefenta prafprG@, which a few prefent fears and 
prejadices conceal from our, fight. 

‘Though 1 would carefully avoid gividg ‘unneceflary of~ 


fence, yet ] am inclined to believe, that all thofe who efpoufe 


the dohiue of reconciliation, may be included within the 
following 


\ 


| 
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following defcriptions. Interefted men who are not to be 
trufied ; weak men, who cannot fee; prejudiced men who 
will net fee ; and 2 certain fet of moderate men, who think 
beiter of the European woild thah, x deferves ; and this jaf 
clafs, by an ill-judged delileration, will be the cavfe cf 
more calamities to this continent than all che other three. 

‘It isthe good fortune of many to live diftant from the 
fene of prefent forrow 5 the evil is not fufficiently brought to 


their doors to make them fer! the precarieufeets with which all 


American property is pcfi-ffed. But Jet our immeginatiors 
tranfport us for a few momenis te Bofton, that feat of 
wretchednefs will teach us wifdom, and inftruG us for ever 


to renounce a power in whom we can have no truft. The. 


inhabitants of that unfortunate city, who but a few months 
ago were in eafe and efluence, have now, no other alierna- 


tive than to fay aud ftarve, orturn out tabeg. Endanger~— 


‘ed by the fire of their friends if they continue within the 
city, and plundered by the fofdiery if they leave it. fn their 
prefent condition they are prifoness without the hope of res 
demption, and in a general aitack fer their relief, they would 
be expofed to the fury of both armies. 
Men of paffive tempers lock fomewhat lightly over the 
‘offences of Britain, and, fill hoping for the beft, are apt to 
call out * Come, come, we frall be friends again, for all this” 
But examine the paffions and feelings of mankiad, bring 
‘the doGirine of reconciliation to the touchftone of nature, 
and then tell me, wheiher you can hereafter love, honor, 
and faithfully ferve the power that hath carried fire and 
{word into your land? If you cannot do all thefe, then are 


you only deceiving yourfeives, and by yous delay, bringing 


ruia upon pofterity. Your future connection with Britain, 
whom you can neither love aor honor, will be forced and 


unnatural, and beihg formed only on the plan of prefent 


convenience, willin a little time fall into a relapfe more — 


wietched than the firf. But if you fay, you can pats the vi-~ 
olations over, then I afk, hath your houfe been burn 2 
Has your property been deftroyed before your face? Are 
your wife and children deftitute of a bed to lie on, or bread 
to live on? Have you lofa parent or a child by their hancs, 
and yourfelf the ruined and wretched furvivor? Hf ycu have 

Ap | Roly 


_ tivent can long remain fobje 


‘convince us, that nothing flatters vanity, or coh 


* 
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not, then are you no! a judge of thofe who have. But if 
you have and can fti'| fhake hands withthe murgerérs, then 
are you unworthy the name of hufband, father, friend, OF 
lover, and whatever may be your rank or title in life, you 
pave the heat of a cowaid, and the fpirit of a {ycophant, 
This is hot icfaming or exaggerating matters, but try- 
ing them by thofe feelings and ‘aftsctions which nature juf- 
‘tifles, and without which, we fhou'd be incapab ¢ of difchat= 
ging the focial duties of life, or enjoyirg the felicities of ite 
1 mean not to exhibit borior for the purpole of provoking 
yeveage, but to awaken us from fatel and womanly flembers 
that we may purfue determinately fome fixed object. Tig 
not in the power of England or of Europe to conquer Ame- 
sicay if “fhe doth mot conquer herfelf by delay and timidity. 


The prefent winter is worth an age if Tightly employed, 
but if {oft or neg eed, the who'e continent wil partake of 


the misfortune; and there is no punithment which that 
man doth nat deferve, be be who, or what, or where 
he will, that may be the means of laciificing a feafon 
fo precious and wlefult A ; | 


’Tis repugnant to-reafon, to the univerfal order of things 
PUB te ies : toss 
to all examples frcm former ages, to fuppofe, that this con- 


mic ft fanguine in Britain do aot thick fo, The uimoft fretch 
of human wifdomp. cannot, at this time, compals a pan 
fhort of a feparation, which can promife the continent even 


a year’s fecurity, Reconciliation is ew a fallacious dream, 


WNature hath celerted the conneétion, and ait cannot fopply 
her pace. For as Milton wifely exprefes ** never can (rug © 


scGoncilement grow, where wounds of deadly hate have 
pierced fu deep.” peace § aA i 
". Every quiet method for peace hath been ineffeGtual. Our 
prayers have been rejcGled with difdain 3 2nd only tended to 
ims obftiz 
nacy inKings, more wan repeated petitioninge-and nothing 
hath conirtbuted more tham that very mealuce to make the 
Kings of Europe abfolute ; 
Wherefore, fioce nothing 
{.ke let us come to a final feparation, ap 
next generation to be cutting throats, under 


but blows will do, for God's 
d not leave the 
the violated 


names of patentand child, | 
: Ta 


& to any exicrna! power. The. 
y P 


Witnels Denmaik and Sweden, 
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‘To fay, they will never atteript it again is idle and vilie 
onary, we thought fo at the répéal of the flamp act, yet 


year or two undeceived us; #9 well may we fuppofe that. 


nations which have been once defeated will never renew the 
quarrel. oases q : 

As to government matters, “tis not in the power of Brie 
fain to do this continent juftice : The bufiaefs of it will 
foon be too weighty and intricate to be managed with any 
tolerable degree of comvenience, by a power fo diftant 
from us, and fo very ignorant of us for if ihey cannot con= 


quer us, they cannot govern bs. “To be always running 


three or four thoufand miles with a tale or a petition, wait= 


ing four or ive months for an anfwer, woich when obtaine 
ed, requires five or fix more to exolain it in, will ina few 
years be locked upon as folly and childifhoefs—— There 


was a time when it was propsr, and there is a proper time 
foritto cede) 8 het 


Small Iflands- rot capable of protecting themifelves, are: 


the proper objects fa: government to take under thei care: 
But there is fomething very abfard,in fuppofing a continent 
to be perpetually governed by aa ifland. In no inftance 
hath nature made the fatellite larger than its primery planet, 
andas Eng!and and America with refpeét to each other, re 
verfe ‘he common order of natere, it is evident they belong 
to different fyfiems. England to Europe: Ametica to itfelfe 

iam hot induced by motives of pride, party, ot refent- 
ment to efpoufe the doftrine of feparation and independances 
Tam clearly, pofiively, and confciéntioufly perfuaded that tt 
is the true intereft of this continent to be fo; that every 


thing fhort of saat ts mere patchwork, that it cao afford na 


lating felicity—=chetitie leaving the (word to our children, & 
fhiinking back ata time, when, a litte more, a little fare 
ther, would have rendered this continent the glotyof the earth, 


As Britain hath not manifefted the leat: inclination to- 


Wards a compromife, we may bé aflured that no terms car 


be obtained, worthy the acceptance of the continent, or a- 


fiy ways equal to the expenee of blood and treafure we have 


been already put to. ; 
The object contended for, ought always to bear forne joft 


proportion to the expences The removal of North, or te 


whole 
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whole detefable junto, is a matter unworthy the milliong 
we have expended. A temporary floppage of trade, was an 
inconvenience. which wou!d have fufficiently ballanced the 
repeal of ali the acts complained of, had fuch repea!s been 
obtained ; but if the whcle continent muft take up arms, if 
every man muft be a foldier, it is fcarcely worth our while 
to fight againit acontemptible miniftry only. Dearly,dealy 
do we pay for the repeal of the acts, if that is all we fight for ¢ 
for in a juft eftimation, itis as great folly to pay a Bunker- 
hiil price for law, asJand. As Ihave always confidered the 
independancy of this continent, as an event, which fooner 
or later muft arrive; :o from the late rapid pregrefs of the 
continent to maturity, the event could not be far aff. 
Wherefore on the breaking out of hoitilities, it was not 
worth the whie fo have difputed a matter, which time 
would have finally redrefied, ualefs we ‘meant to be In ear- 
neft ; otherwife it is like wafting an eftate on a fuit at taw, to 
_ pegulate the trefpaffes of a tenant,whofe leafe is juft expiring. _ 
Wo man was a warmer wifher for = reconciliation than ~ 
myfelf, before the fatal nineteenth of April 1775 *, but the 
moment the event of that day was made known, I rejected 
the hardened, fullen tempered Pharaoh of Erg'and forever ; 
and difdain the wretch, that with the pretended title of FA 
THER OF HIS PEOPLE can unfeignedly heaz of their 
flaughter,and compofedly fleep with their blood upon his foul. 

But admitting that matters were now made up, what 
would be the event? I anfwer, the ruin of the continent. 
And that for feveral reafons. 7 

Firfl, The powers of governing ftil! remaining in the 
hands of the king, he will have a negative over the whole 
legiflation of this continent. And as he hath fhewn him- 
feilf fuch an inveterate enemy to liberty, and difccwered fuck 

a thiift for arbitrary power; is he, or is he not, a proper 
man to fay to thefe colonies, ** You foall make no laws but 
what I pleafe.” .And is there any inhabitant in America fo 
ignorant, 2s not to know, that according to whar is- called 
the prefent con/litution, that this continent can mzke no laws > 
but what the king gives leave to; and is there any man fa 
unwife, as not to fee, that (confidering what has happened) 
© Maffacre at Lexington, 


: Neverwinter regen a a ee NORA 
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fuit bis purpofe. We may be as effetually enflaved by the 
want of laws inAmerica, as by fubmitting to laws made for 
usin England. After matters are made up (as it is called) 
can there be any doubt, but the whole power of ihe crown 
will be exerted, to keep this continent as low and humble 
as poflible? Inftead of going forward we thal! go backward 
or be perpetually quarrelling or rtdiculoufly petitioning. 
We are already greater than the king withes us to be, and 
will he not hereafter endeavor to make us ‘ef3? To bring 


_ the matter to one point. Is the power who is jealous of our ~ 


profperity, a proper power to govern us? whoever fays 70 


to this queftion is an independant, for independancy means 


no more than whether we fhail make our own laws, or, 
whether the king, the greateft enemy this continent bath, 
or can have, fhall tell us ‘© here /ball be no laws but fuch as 
ET like.” 

But the king you will fay has a ‘ieeutive in England ; the 
people there can make no laws without his coafent. In 
point of right and good order, there is fomething very ridicus 
lous, that a youth of twenty-one (which hath often happen- 
ed) thai fay to feveral millions of peosle, older and wifer 
than himfelf, I forbid this or that a. of yours to be lawe 
But in this place I decline this fort of reply, though I will 
mever ceafe to expofe the abfurdity of it, and only anfwer, 
that England being the king’s refidence, and America not 
fo, mekes quite another cafe. The kivg’ g negative here ts 
ten times more dangerous and fatal than it can be in En- 
gland, for there he will fcarcely refufe his confent to a bill 
for putting England into as ftrong a ftate of defence as pofii- 
ble. and in America he would never fuffer {uch a bill to be 
pafled. 


tih politics, England confults the ¢ good of this country, no 
farther than it anfwers her owa catoaiet Wherefore her 
owa intereft leads her to fupprefs the growth of ours in every 
cafe which doth not promote Ser advantage, or in the leaft 
interferes with it. A pretty ftate we fhould foon be in une 
der fuch a fecond hand government, confidering what has 


happened! Men do not change from enemics to friends by 
the 


| st 
he will fuffer no law to be made here, but fuch as may bef 


America is only a fecondary obje& i in the fyftem of Bris . 


the alteration of a name: And in order to fhew that recosle - 


cilistion is:potv 2 dangerous dodtrine, | sfiitm, rhas it would 
be policy im ihe king at this time, torepeal all the céis for the 
fake of reimflating bemfelf in she government of the PT OVIMCES § 


“in onder, that HE MAY ACCOMPLISH BY CRAFT AND, 
(PO BY FORCE AND VIOLENCE IN THE SHORT ONEe 


Reconciliation and ruin are nearly s¢eiaied, ; * ta 
Secondly. That as even the be@ terms, which we can ex- 


“pe to obtain, can amount to no more then a temporary 
expedient, or a kind of goverment by guardianfhip, which 


can laf vo longer than till the colonies came of age, fo the 


general face and fate of things, in the interim, will be ude. 


fettled and unpromifing. Emigrants of property will not 
choofe to come to acountry whofe form of government. 
jhangs but by aghread, and who is every day tottering on. 
the brink of commotion and difturbance; and numbers of. 
tthe prefent inhabitants would lay hold cf ahe interval, to. 
difpofe of thei effets, and quit the continent. 


But the moft powesfu! of a!l arguments, is, that pothing 


® 


but independance, i. ¢. a continental form of government 


sean keep the peace of the continent, and prefeive it invie- 


Jate from civil wars. J dread the event of a sect peiliation 
with Britdin now. as it is more than provable, that i 
will be followed by a revolt fome where or other, the 
¢onfequences of which may be more fatal than all the 
galice. of Britain.” cpa aoe ne 
Thovfands are already ruined by Britis barbarity 5 (thow= 
fands more will probably fufier the fame fate) shofe men - 
have other feelings than us who hve nothing fuffered. Mil 
ghey xv podels is liberty, what they Before enjoyed fs See 
crificed to its fervicé, and having nothing more to lofe, 
they difdain fubmiffion.  Befides, the genera! temper of the 
colonists towaids a Britifh government, will be like that af 
a youth, who is nearly out of his times they will care ve= 
sy little about her. And a government which cannot pre 
ferve the peace, is no goverement at all, and in that cafe we 
gay dur nioney for nothing; and pray what is it England 
gan do, whofe power will be wholly on pager, fhould o ct. 
vil tumult bieak cut the very day afer a econediation 22 


have 
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havéheard fome men fay, matty of whom I believe, fooke 
without thicking, that they dreaded an independance, fear= 
ing that it would produce civii wars. It is but feldom that 


our firft thoughrs are truly correct, and that is the cafe heres | 


for there is ten times more to dread from a patched up con= 
nexion, than from independance. I make the iufferers cafe 
my.own, and I proteft, that were I driven from houle and 
home, my property deftroyed, and my circumflapces ruins 
ed, that a8 aman, fenfible of injuries, F could never relifta 
the doctrine of reconciliation, of confider myteif bourid 
thereby. 

The colonies have manifefted fuch a fpirit of good ordet 
atid obedience to continental goveinment, as is fufficient to 
make every reafonable perfon eafy and happy on that head, 


Wo man can affign the leaft pretence for his feats, on any 


other grounds, than fuch as are truly, childifh and ridiculouss 
viz. that’ one‘ colony: will ftrive for fuperiority over another. 

Where there are no diftinGions there can be no fuperio= 
fity, perfect equality affords no temptation. The republics 
of Europe are all (arid we nsay fay aiways) in peace, Hole 
Jand and Swiffetiand are without wars, foreign or dcmeftics 
Monarchical governmenits, it is true, are never long at reft 3 
the crown itfelf is a temptation to enie*prizing ruffiars at 
home, and that degree of pride and infolence, ever atnendant 
on regal authority, fwells into a rupture with foreign pows 
efs, ivinflances, where a republican government, by being 
formed on more naiural principles, would negociaie the 
miftake, 

If there is any true’ caufe of fear, refpeGing independance, 


it is Becaufe no plan is yet laid down. _ Men do not tee their 


way out—Wherefore, as af opening into that bufinefs, B 
offer the following hints; at the fame timewmodeftly afirm< 
ing, that I have’ no other opinion of them myfe'f, than that 


‘they may be'the means of giving rife to’ fomething beter. 


Could the fraggting theughts® of individua's’ be colle&leds 


they would frequently fori materia:s for’ wile and able men 


to improve into ufeful mater, 


LET the affemblies be annual, with a Prefitent only,’ 


The reprefenta:ion aroreequai. Their bufinets wholly do’ 
meftic, and fubjeGt to the authority of a Continental Cone 
E 


gref So Let 


SS 
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Let each colony be divided into fix, eight, or ten, cori vee 
micnt didridts, each diftri to fend a proper number of de- 
legates to Gongrele, fo that each colony fend-at leaft thirtye 
The whole number in Cangrefs will be at leaft 390. Each 
Congrefs to fit and to choofe a prefident 
by the followiag method. When the delegates are met, 
let a colony be taken from the whole thirteen colonies by 
lot, after which, let the whole Congrefs choofe (by ballot) 
a piefident from out of the delegates of that province. In 
she next Congrefs, let a colony be taken by lot from twelve 
only, omitting that colony from which the prefident was 
taken in the former Congrefs, and fo proceeding on till the 
whole thirteen fhail have had their proper rotation, And 
in order that nothing may pals into'a law but what is fatis= 
factorily juft, not lefs than-three fifths of the Congrefs to be 
called a majority.—-Ee that will promote difcord, under a 
aes fo equally formed as this, would have joined 

ucifer in his revolt. ee 

But as there is a peculiar delicacy, from whom, or in | 
what manner, this bufinefs muft firft arife, and as it feems 
moft agreeable and confiftent, that it fhould come from 
fome intermediate body between the governed and the goe 


vernors, that is, between the Congrefs and the people, let 


a ConTInenTAL ConFERENCE be held, in the following 
manner, and for the following purpofe. ? ar 
A committee of twenty fix members of Congrefs, viz. 
two for each colony. . Two members from each Houle of 
Affembly, or Provincial Convention; and five reprefenta- 
tives of the people at large, to be chofen in the capital city 
or town of each province, for, and in behalf of the whole 
province, by 2s many qualified voters as fhall think proper 
to attend from ail parts of the province for that purpofe ; or, 
if more convenigot, the reprefentatives may be chofen tn 
two or three of the mo populous parts thereof, In this 
conference, thus aflembled, will be united, the two grand 
principals of bufinefs, dncwledge and power. ‘The members 
of Congrefs, Aflemblies, or Conventions, by having had. 
experience in national concerns, will be able and ufeful coun= 
{ellors, and the whole, being impowered by the people, 
will havea truly legal authority. 7 | 
am ‘ ; The. 
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‘The conferrisg members being met, let their bufinefs be 
to frame'a ConTINENTAL CHARTER, or Charter of the 
United Colonies; (anfwering to what is called the Magna 
Charta of Eng!and) fixing the number and manner of chool- 


ing members of Congrefs, members of Affembly, with their 


date of fitting, and drawing the line of bufinefs and juri(dic- 


tion between them: (Always remembering, that our Arength 


is continental, not provincia!:) Securing freedom and propers 
ty to all men, and above al! things, the free exercife of reli- 
gion, according to the diGates of confcience ; with fuch o« 
ther matter as is neceflary for a charter to contain.. Immee 
diately after which, the faid Conference to diffolve, and the 
bodies which thal] be chofen conformable to the faid char- 
ter, to he the lepiflatars and governors of this: continent. for 


. the time being: Whofe peace and happinefs, may God pre= 
 ferve, Amen, , 


“Should any body of men be hereafter delegated for this 
or fome fimilar purpofe, I offer them the following extras 
from that wife obferver ongovernments Dregomerti. 6 The 
“* fcience” fays be ‘* of the politician confifts in fixing the 
*¢ true point of happinmefs and freedom, Thole men would 


** deferve the gratitude of ages, who fhould difcover 2 mode 


§¢ of government that contained the preateft fum of individual 
S6 happinefs, with the leaft national expence. 
Dragonetti on virtue and rewards.” 
But where fays fome is the Kiog of America? Til tel 


you Vriend, he reigns zbove, and doth not make havoc of 


mankind, like the Royai Brute of Britain. Yet that we may 
not appear to be defective even im earthly honors, let aday 
be folemniy fet apart for proclaiming the charter; Jet it be 


brought forth placed on the divine law, the word of God 3 


Jet a crown be placed thereon, by which*the world may 
know, that fo far as we approve of monarchy, that in 
America THE LAW IS KING. For as in abfolute govern= 


ments the King is law, fo in free countries the law ought 


to be King; and there ought to be no other. But left any 
ii) ufe fhould afterwards arife, let the crown at the conclu- 


 fion of the ceremony be demolifhed, and {cattcred among 


‘the people, whofe right itis, , . ; 
A government of our own is our natura} right: And 


When a man ferioufly reflects an the precarioufnels of hu. 


maa 
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man affairs, he will become convinced, that it is infinitely 
wifer and (afer, to form a confiitution of our awn in a cool 
deliberate manner, while we haveit in our power, than ta 
tru (uch an interefiing event to time and chance. If we 
emit it naw, fome * Maffane'lo may hereafter arife, who 


‘Jaying hold of popular difquiecudes, may collet together 


the defperate and the difcontented, and by efluming to thems 
{elves the powers of governmeat. may fweep away the li- 
berties of the continent Jike adeluge.. Should the govern= 
ment of America revurn again into the hands of Britain, the 
tottering fi. uation of things, wil be a temptation for fome, 
defoerate adventurer to try his fortune; and in fuch a cafes 
what relief can Beitan give? Eve the could hear the news, 
the fas) buficels might be done ; and ourlelves fuftering like 
the wretched ‘Birons under the oppieffion of the Conqueror. 
Ye that opp-fe independance now, ye knuw rot what ye 
do; ye ate opening a door to eternal tyranny, by keeping 
vacant the feat of government. There are thonfands, and 
ten: of thoufands. who wou d think it gicrious to.expel from: 
the continent, that barbarous and hellifh power, which hath: 
flirred up the Indians and Negroes to deitroy us, the cruel- 
ty hath a doable guilt, it ig dealing brutally by us, and: 
treacveroufly by. them. mi 
To talk of friendthip with thofe in whom our reafon fore 
bids us to have faith, and.our affections wounded through a 
thoufand pores inflradt us to detef, is madoefs and folly. 
Every day wears out the little remains of kindred between 
s and them, and canthere be any teafon to hope, that as; 


the relationfhip expires, the affeGtion will increafe, or thaé; 


we hall agree better, when. we have tea. times more, and. 
raater concerns to quarrel over thanever? 

” Ye that tel us of harmony andireconciliation, can ye re- 

fore ta us the nme that is paft ?. Can ye give to: proftiution 


its former innoeence? Neither can ye reconcile Britain. and, 


America. The laft cord now is broken, the people of- 
. England 


* Fhomas Anelle, otherwife Maffanelle, a fifherman of 
Naples, who after fpiriting ud bis countrymen in the publie 
market place, agsin/? the opprejim of the Spaniards, to whom 


the place was then fubje?, prompted them to revolt, and im a 


she {pace of @ day became King. 
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England are prefenting addreffes againft us, There are in- 
juries which nature cannot forgive ; (he would ceafe to be 
nature if (hedid. As well can the lover forgive the ravifhec 
| of his mi@refs, as the continent forgive the murderers of Bri- 
tain. The Almighty hath implanied in us thefe uncxtin= 
guithable feelings for goad and wife purpofes. They are the 
guardians of his image in our hearts. They diftinguifh us 
from the herdof common animals. The focial compact would 
diflalve, and juftice be extirpated the earth, or have only a - 
| catual exiftence were we callous to the touches of affection, 
| The robber, and the murderer, would often efcape unpunifh- 
| ed, did not the injuries which our tempers fultain, provoke . 
| us into juftice. | iy? 

_O ye that love mankind | Ye that dare oppofe, not only Ee 
the tyranny, butthe tyrant, ftand forth | Every {pot of the old = 
world is overrun with oppreffion. Freedom hathbeen hunte 
ed round the globe. Afia, and Africa, have long expelled. 
| her —Europe regards her like a ftranger, and England hath: 
given ber warning to. depart. O! receive the fugitive, and - 
1 prepare in time an afyilum for mankind. 


Of the prefent ABILITY of AMERICA, 
| with: fome. mifcellancous REFLEXIONS.,. 


; Have never met with aman, either in England or Ame- 
rica, who hath not confeffed kis opinion, that'a feparati- 
on between the countries; would take placeone time or o- 
ther: And there is no infance, in which we have fhewa me 
les judgment, than in endeavoring to deferibe, what: we call cy 
the ripenefs or fitnefs of the Continent for independance. 
As all men allow the meafure, and vary only in their o- 
pinion of the time, let us, in order to remove miftakes, take 
-a-general furvey of things, and endeavor, if poffible, to find 
out the verytime. But we need not go far, the inquiry 
ceafes at once, for, the time bath found us. The generat 
concurrence, the glorious union of all things prove the fact. 4 
Itis. not in numbers, but in unity, that our great ftrength 
lies; yetour prefent numbers are fufficient' to repel the force 
of allthe world: Tne Caniinent hath, at this time, the lar- 
| get body of armed and difciplined men of any power under | 
Eeaven 3.” } 


SSS 


i) y 
Wy 
i 


eae 
——— 


See 


33 COMMON SENSE. 

Heaven ; and is juft arrived at that pitch of frength, in 
which, no fingle colony is abie to fupport itfe'f, and the 
“whole, when united can accomplith the matter, and either 
more, or, lefs than this, might be fatal in its efles. Our: 
land dorce is already fufficient, and as to naval affairs, we 
cannot be infenfible, that Britain would never fuffer an 
American man of war to be built, while the continent ree. 
mained in her hands. Wherefore, we fhou'd be no fore 
warder an hundred years hence in that branch, than we are 
now; but the truth is, we fhouid be Jefs fo, becaufe the’ 
timber of the country is every day diminifhing, and that, 


which will remain at laft, will be far off and difficult to proe 


cure, . 
Were the continent crowded with inhabitants, her fuffer= 
Ings under the prefent circumfances wou!d’be intolerable. 
The more fea port towns we had, the more fhould we have 
both to defend and to loofe. Our prefent. numbers are fo 
happily preportioned to our wants, that.no man need be 


idle, ‘The diminution of trade affords an army, and the 


neceflities of an army create a new trade. 
Debts we have none; and whatever we may contract on 
this account will ferve as a glorious memento of our virtue. 


Can we but leave pofterity with a fettled form of govern- - 


ment, an independant conftitution of it’s own, the purchafe 
at any price will be cheap. But to expend millions for the 
fake of getting a few vile acts repealed, and routing the pre- 
fent miniftry only, is unworthy the charge, and is ufing 
pofterity with the utmoft cruelty ; becaufe it is leaving them 
the great work to do, and a debt upon their backs, from 
which, they derive no advantage. Such a thought is un~ 
worthy a man of Bonor, and is the true charadleriftic of a 
narrow heart and a peddling politician, e 
The debt we may contra& doth not deferve our regard if 
the work be but accomplifhed. No nation ought to be with= 
outa debt. A national debt is a national bond ; and when it: 
bears no intereft, is in no cafe a grievance. Britain is op-. 


prefled with a debt of upwards of one hundred and forty mile 


lions fterling, for which fhe pays upwards of four millions 


intereft. And as a.compenfation for her debt, fhe has a - 


large navy ; America is without a debt, and without a na-. 


vy 3. yet for the twentieth part of the Englith national aebty: 
J could 
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could have a navy as large again. The navy of England 
is not worth, at this time, more than three inillions and aa 
half fterling. | 

The fir and fecond editions of this pamph'et were pub- 
lifhed without the following calculations, which are now 
given as a proof that the above eimation of the navy is a | 
jut one. See Entic’s naval Hiffory, iatre. page 56. ~ i 
The charge of building a ihip of each rate, and fuenifhing — 

her with mafts, yards, fai's and rigging, together with a 
psoportion of eight months boatfwain’s and carpenter's 
fea-ftores, as calculated by Mr. Burchett, Secretary to 


|| Ba 
the navy. : = 
i. | & q 


Fora thip of a roo guns ———= = 35,553 


go — =< 29,886 . ; ee 
80 cmeescotcn 23,638 W/ 
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| oe : 
Li And from hence it is eafy to fum up the value, or coft 
father, of the whole Britifh navy, which in the year 1757, 
mhen it was at its greateit glory, confifted of the following 
| fhips and guns. tos Bas ‘ 
|. Ships. Guns,  Cof of one. Coft of all. 

6 += 100 == 359553 by memes 213-318 be 
| 42 == gO -* 29,886 ————= 358,632 ' 
am ee. BO -e 23,638 283,656, : 
Dh eae eens Oy oe 9785 0 me 7045755 
35 = 60 -- 14,197 “——— 496,895 : 
40 "= 50 c= 10,606 ———- 4245240 
| 45° 40, = 75558 ———-—=_ 340,110 
| uh BS We 20 G9 2 34710) 215,180 
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No country on the globe is fo happily fituated, or fo itis 
ternal’y capable of raifing a fleet as América. Tar, timber, 


iron, and cordage are her natural produce. We reed go 


abroad for nothing. Whereas the Dutch, who make lage 
profits by hiring out their thips of war to the Spamards and 
Portuguefe, are obliged to import ainft of the materia’s they 
afe, We ought to view the buiding a fleet as an artical of 
commeice, it being the natural nvanufactory of this country. 
It-is the bef money we can lay ovt. A navy when firifhed 
is worth more than it.coft. And is that nice point in naite 
onal policy, in which commerce and proteion aie united. 


Let us builds if we want them not, we can fell; end’ by: 


that means replace our paper currency with seady gold and 
filver, = | it shoeliely 


\ 


. 


In point of manning 2 fleet, people in general ron into 


gteat errors ; it is not meceflary that‘one fourth part fhould 
te failors: © The Terrible privateer, Captain Death, flood 


the hotteft engagement of any fhip laft war, yet had not » 


twenty failors on board, though her complement of men 
was upwards of two hundred. A few able and focia! failors 
will foon infru€ a fufficient number of a€tige landmen in 
the common work of a fhip. Wherefore, we never can 
be more capable to begin on maritime avatters than’ now, 
while our timber is ftanding, our fifheries: blocked up, and 
our failors and: fhiswrights out of employ. Men of war, 
of feventy and eighty guns were built for'y years ago im 
New England, and why not the fame now? Ship: buildmg 
is America’s greatef pride, and in. which, fhe will in time 


excel the whole world. The great empires of the eaff are. 


moftly inland, and confequently excluded front the poffi- 
bility of rivaling ber. “Africa is'in‘a ftate of barbarifm;and 
fo power inEurcpe, hath either fuch an extent of coaft, or 
fuch an internal fupp!y of materials, Where nature hath 


given the one, fhe has withheld the other; to Amierica enly 


hath fhe been liberal of both.. The-vaft empire of Ruftia 
is almoft fhut out from the fea; wherefore, Her boundlefs 
foreft, her tar, iron, and cordage are only articies of come 
merce. ( i 
In point of fafety, ought we to be without a fleet ? We 
are not the little people now, which we were fixty years 
ago 5 at that tine we might have trufted our property 4 
Rid) the 
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the Rreets, or fields rather ; and flept fecurely without locks 
or bolts to our doors or windows. The cafe now is alter- 
ed, and our methods of defence, ought to improve with our 
Goaxte of property. A common pirate, twelve months 
ago, might have come up the Delaware, and laid the city 
of Philadelphia under inftant contiibution, for what fum he 
Rea 5 ; and the fame might have happened to other places. 


ay, any daring fellow, ina brig of fourteen or fixteen guns, 


might have robbed the whole Continent, and carried off 
half a million of money. Thete are circumfztces which 
demand our attention; and point out the neceffity of naval 
protection. 

Some, perhaps, will fay, that after we have made i it up 
with Britain, the will proteét us. Can we be fo unwilé as 
to mean, that fie will keep a navy in our harboars for that 
purpofe ? Common fenfe will tell us, that the power which 
haih endeavoured to fubdue us, is cf all others, the mof 
improper to deferid us. Conqueft may be effeGied under the 
pretence of friendfhip ; and ourfelves, after a long and brave 
refitance, be at laft cheated into flavery. . And if her fhips 
are not to be admitted into our harbauis, 1 would afk, how 
is fhe to protect us ? A navy three or four thouland miles 
off can be of little ufe, and on fudden emergencies, none at 
all. Wherefore, if we muft hereafter protect BUlelyers why 
not do it fot ourfelves? Why do it for another ? 

The Englith lift of thips of war, is long and formidable, 


Bur not a tenth part of them are at any one time fit for fer- 


vice, numbers of them not ia being ; yet their names are 
pompoully continued in the lift, if only a plank be léft of 
the fhip : and nota fifth part, of fuch as ave fit for fervice, 
can be {pared on any one ftation at one time. Thé Eaft, 


and Wert Indies, Mediterranean, Africa, and other parts. 


over wilich Britain extends her claim, thake large dethands 
upon ber navy. From a mixture of prejudice and inat- 
tention, we have contracted a falfe notion refpeéting the 
navy of England, and have talked as if we fhould have the 
waole of it to encounter at once, and for that reafon, lupe 
pofed, that we muft have one as large ; which not being in. 


flanily practicable, have been made ule of by a fet of dif- 


guifed Tories to yO. our bd aa thereon, Noe 


thing 
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thing can be farther from truth than this; for if Ameriga 
had only a twenticth part of the naval force of Britain, fhe: 
“would be by far an over match for her ; becaufe, as we 
neither have, nor claim any foreign dominion, our whole 
force would be employed on our own coaft, where we 
fhould, in the long run, have two to one the advantage of 
thofe who had three or four thoufand miles to fail over, bee 
.fore they could attack us, and the fame diftance to return 
in order to refit andrecruit. And although Britain by her 
fleet, hath a check over our-trade to Europe, we have as 
Jarge a one over her trade to the Weft-Indies, which, by 
Jaying in the neigbourhood of the Continentyis entirely at 
3f6 mercy. 3 , 
Some method might be fallen on to keep up a naval force 
in time of peace, if we fhould not judge it neceflary to fupe 
port aconftant navy. If premiums were to be given to mere 
chants, to build and employ in their fervice, fhips mounted 
with twenty, thirty, forty, or fifty guns, (the premiums to 
be ia proportion to the lofs of bu'k to the merchants) ffty 
or fixty of thofe thips,-with a few guard fhips on conftant 
duty, would keep a fufficient navy, and that without burd- 
ening outfelves with the evil, fo loudly complained of in 
England, of fuffering their fleet, in time of peace to lie rot-_ 
ting in the docks. To unite the finews of commerce and 
defence is {and policy ; for when our ftcength and our rich- 
@s, play into cach other’s hand, we need fear no external 
enemy. , . 
In almoft every article of defence we abound. Hemp 
Sourifhes even to ranknefs, fo that we need not want core 
dage, ur iron is fuperior to that of other countries. Our 
fmall arms equal to any in the world. Cannon we can 
-eaft at pleafure. Saltpetre and gunpowder we are every 
day producing. Our knowledge is hourly improving. Ree 
Solution is our inherent chara&ter, and courage hath never 
yet forfaken us. Wherefore, what is it that we want? Why 
ig it that we befitate? From Britain we can expect nothing 
butruin. Ifthe is once admitted to the government of 
America again, this Continent will not be worth living ine 
Jealoufies will be always arifing ; infurreétions will be con- — 
Rantly happening ; and who will go forth to quell eee 


ah 
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Who will venture: his life to reduce his own countrymen 
toa foreign obedience ? The difference between Pennfyl- 
vatia and Conne@icut, refpecling fome unlocated lands, 
fhews the infignificance of a Britith government, and fully 
proves, that nothing but Continental authority can regulate 
Continental matters. . 

Anocher reafon why the prefent time is preferable to all 
ethers, is, thatthe fewer our numbers are, the mure land 
there is yet unoccupied, which infead of being lavifhed by 
the king on his worthicis dependants, may be hereafier zp- 
‘plied, not only to the difcharge of the prefent cebt, but to 


the confant fupport of government. No nation urider . 


heaven hath fuch an advantage as this. 
The infant fta'c of the Colonies, as it is called, fo far 
_ from being again@, is an argument in favor of independance. 
We are fuficiendy numerous, and were we more fo, we 
might be lefs united, It 1s a mattes worthy of obfervation, 
shat the more_a country is peopled, the {mailer their armies 
are. In military numbers, the ancients far exceeded the 
moderns : and the reafon is evident, for trade being the 
eonfequence of population, men vecome too much abforbe 
ed thereby to attend to any thing elfe, Commerce dimio- 
ithes the fpirit, both of patriotifm and military defence, And 
hiftory fufficiently informs us, that the brave atchieve- 
ments were always accomplifhed in the non age of a nas 
tion, With the increafe of commerce, England hath loft 
its {pirit. The city of London, notwithfending its num- 
bers, fubmits fo continued infults with the patience ofa 
eoward. The more men have to lofe, the lefs willing are 
they to venture, The rich are ia general flaves to fear, 
and fubmit to courtly power with the trembling duplicity 

of a Spaniel. | atte . oe 

Youth is the feed of good habits, 23 well in nations as 
“4n individuals, It might be difficult, if not impcefhble, ta 


form the Continent into one government half a century 
hence, The vaft variety of interes, occafioned by en in- 


cteafe of trade and populaticn, would ereate confufion, Co- 
‘Jony would be againft colony. Each being able might 


fcorn each other’g-afliftance : and while the proud and fool- 


ifh ‘glotied in their little diftin@ions, the wile would ph 
: . " thag 
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that the union had not been formed 4cfore. Wherefore, the 
prefent time is the true time for eftabiithing it, The intl- 
macy which is: contracted in infancy, and the friendfhip 
which is formed in misfortune, are of all others, the moft 
lafting and unalterable. ur prefent union is marked with 
both thefe characters : we are young, and we have beca 

gets ; but our concord hath withftood our troubles, and 

xes a memorable Ara for pofterity to glory in. ! 

~ The prefene time likewife, is that peculiar time, which 

never happens to a nation but once, viz. the time of form- 

ing ifelf into a government. Moft nations have let flip the- 


“Opportunity, and by that means have been compelled to 


receive laws from their conquerors, inftead of making laws 


for themfelves. Firft they had a king, and then a form of 


government ; whereas the articles or charter of government 
Thould be formed fir, and men delegated to execute them 
afterward : but from the errors of other nations, let us: 
Jearn wifdom, and lay hold of the prefent opportunity 
To begin Government at the right end. When William the 
Conqueror fubdusd England, he gave them !aw at the point 
of the {word ; and until we confent that the feat of eovern- 
ment in America be legally and authoritatively filled, we 
fhall be in danger of having it filed by fome fortunate ryf- 
flan, who may treat us in the fame manner, and then, where 
will be our freedom ? where will be our property. i 
_ Asto religion, I hold it to be the indifpenfible duty of alt 
government, to protect all confcientious profeffors thereof, 
and I know of naother bufinefs which government hath to 
do therewith. Let a aan throw afide that narrowne!s of 
foul, that felfifhnefs of princip'e, which the niggards cf all 
profeffions are fo unwilling to part with, and be wil! be de- 
livered of bis fears on that head. Sufpicion is the com- 
panion of mean fouls and the bane of all good fociety. For 
myfelf f fully and confcientioufly believe, that itis the will. 
of the Almighty, that there fhould be diverfity of religious 
Opinions among ua. It afferds a larger field for our chrif- 


“tien kindnefs ; were we all of one way of thinking, our re- 


ligious difpofitions wou'd want matter for probation ; and 
on this liberal principle I look on the various denominations — 
among us, to be like children of the fame family differing 

only in whatis calied their chriftian aames. ia 
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_In page thirty-four threw out a few thoughts on the 


Continental Charter, (for I only prefume to offer hints, 


not plans) and inthis place] take the liberty of re-men« 


~ toning the fubje&, by obferving, that a charter is to be 


- Golony ; whereas did the whole Colony know, with what. 


which if continued would grow into opprefions. Expe- 
dience and right, are different thingy, When the calami- — 


Ate ee 

i fein ar 
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‘underftood as a bond of folemn obiigation, which the whole 
engers into, to fupport the right of every feparate part, whe- 
ther of religion, perfonal freedom, or property. A right 
reckoning makes long friends. | 

In a former page I likewife mentioned the neceffity.of a 
large and equal reprefentation 3 and there is no political 
matter which more deferves our attention, A‘{mall nume 


ber of electors, or a fmail number of reprefentatives are e: - 


qually dangerous. But if the number of the reprefenta- 
tives be foi only fmall, but unequal, the danger is increafed. 
_As an inftance of this I mention the following ; when the 
affociators petition was before the Houfe of Affembly of Penn- 
fylvania, twenty eight members only were prefent. All the 
Bucks county members, being eight, voted againft it, and. 
had feven of the Chefler members done the fame, this 
whole Province had been governed by two counties only, 
and this danger it is always, expofed to. “The unwarranta~ 
ble ftretch likewife, which that houfe made in their laft fit- 
ting, to gain an undue authority over the Delegates of that 
Province, ought to warn the people at large, how they truft 


“power out of theirown hands. A fet af inftre@ions for | 
the Delegates were put together, which in point of fenfe: 
and bufinefs would have difhonored a {chool hoy, and after: 


being approved by a few, a very few without doors, were 
catried into the houfe, and there pafled in bebalf of the wale 


ill will that houfe hath entered on fome neceflary public 


meafures, they would aot hefitate a moment to think them 


unworthy of fuch a truft. 7 
Immediate necefity makes many things convenient, 


ties of America required a confultation, there was no me- 
thod fo ready, or at that time fo proper, as to appoint per- 
fons from the fevera! houfes of Aflembiy for that purpofe; and 
the wifdom with which they have proceeded hath sant 

bee lay | ; this 
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this Confinentfrom ruin, But asit is more than probable 
that-we fall never be without a Co:cress every well 
wither to good order, muft own, that the mode for choof-_ 
ing members of that body, deferves confideration. — And | 
put it asa queftion to thofe, who make'a ftudy of mankind, 
whether reprefentation and eleion is not too great a pow- 
er for one and the fame body of men to poflefs? When we 
ace platining for pofterity; we ought to remember, that vire 
fue is not hereditary. 
lt js ftom our enemies that we often gain excellent’ maxe 


- jms, and are frequently furprifed into reafon by their mif- 


takes. Mr, Cornwall (one of the Lords of the Treafury) 
treated the petition of the New: York Afiembly with con- 
tempt, becaufe that houfe, he faid, confifted bat of twenty 
Six members, which trifling number, he argued, could not 
with decency be put forthe whole. .We thank him for 
his involuntary honefty.* seats os 

_ Fo Conciups, however ftrange it may appear to fome, 
or however unwilling they may be to think fo, matters not, 
but many Mrong and Mriking reafons, may be given to fhew, 
that nothing can fettle our affairs fo expeditioufly as an open 
gnd determined declaration for independance. Some of 
which are, 0) 

. Firft. Wt is the cuftom of Nations, when anytwo are 
at war, for fome other powers not engaged in the quarrel, 
to fep in as mediators and bring about the preliminaries of. 
a peace; but while America calls herfelf the Subject of 
Great. Britain, no power however well dilpofed fhe may beg 
can offer her megiation. . Wherefore, in our srefent ftate 
we may quarrel on forever. | , 

. Secondly—It is unreafonable to fuppofe, that France of 
Spain will give us any kind of affiftance, if we mean only, to 
make ufe of that -afiftance for the purpofe of repalting the 
breach, and ftrengthening the connexion between Britain 
and America; becaufe, thofe powers would be fuiferers by 
the confequences, pyr o 
i 7 — Thirdly. 


ay’ bole who would fully underfiand of svhat great confem ! 
quence a large and equal reprefentation 13 to 4 fiate; {oeuld reas, ae 
Burgh’s political Di/quifisions, . 


| : _-ed with the thoughts of its ke 
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7, birdly—W hile we profels ourfelves the fubjects of Bri- 
tain, we muft, in the eye of foreign nations, be confidered 
as rebels, The precedent i is fomewhat dangerous to their 

ate, for men to be in arms under the name of fubjedts 3 
“we, on the fpot, can folve the paradox: But’to unite refifts 
ance-and fubjeCtion, requites an idea much too tefined fot 
common unde: flanding, 


Fourthly.—-Were a manifefto to be publithe, and dif. 


patched to foreign courts, fetting forth the miferies we have 
endured, and the peaceable methods we have ineffzdtualls 
ufed for redrefs ; declaring, at the fame time, that not bes 
ing able, any longer, to live happily or fafely under-the cruel 
difpofition of the Britith court, we had been driven to the 
neceflity of breaking off-all conneGions with her; at the 
fame time, affuring all fuch courts of our peaceable difpofis 
tion towards them, and of our defire of entering into trade 

with them: -Such a memorial would produce more good 
effets to this Continent, than if a fhip were freighted with 
petitions to Britain, 

Under our prefent denomination of Britifh fubjes, we 
can neither be received nor heard abroad: The coftom of 
all courts are againft us, and will be fo, until, by an indes 
pendance, we take rank with other nations, 


-Thefe proceedings may at firft appear firange may difis 


cult.; but, like all other fteps which we have already pafled 
over, will in a little time become familiar and agreeable; 
and, until an independance is declared, the Continent will 
- feel itfelf like a man who continues putting off foue unplea= 
fant bufinefs from day to day, yet knows it muft be done, 
hates to fet about it, wifhes it over, and j is continual! y pits 
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‘IN C E the publication of the firf edition of this pam” 
phiet, or rather on the fame day on which it came ous, 
the King’s Speech made its appearance ia this city. Had 
av Bes of Properey directed the Oe of this production, 
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i¢ could not have brought it forth, at a more feafonable 
jun@ure, or a more neceflary time. The bloody minded- - 
nefs of the one, fhew the neceflity of purfuing the doctrine 
of the other. Men read by way of revenge. And the 


~ Speech, inftead of terrifying, prepared a way for the manly - 


principles of Independance. | 

Ceremony, and even, filence, fromm whatever motive they 
may arife, have a hurtful tendency, when they give the leaf 
degree of countenance to bafe and wicked performances 5 
wherefore, if this maxim be admitted, it naturally follows, 


that the King’s Speech, as being a piece of finifbed villany, 


deferved, and fill deferves, a general execration boih by 
the Congrefs and the people. Yet, as the domeftic tran- 
quility of a nation, depends greatly, on the cha/fity of what 
may properly be called NATIONAL MANNERS, it is often 
better, to pafs fome things over in filent difdain, than to 
make ufe of fuch new mothods of diflike, as might intro- 
duce the leaft innovation, on that guardian of our peace and 
fafety.. And, pethaps, it is chiely owing to this prudent 
delicacy, that the King’s Speech, hath not, before now, 
{uffered a public execution. The Speech if it may be called 
one, is nothing better than a wilful audacious libel againft 
the truth, the common gocd, and the exiftence of man- 
kind; and is a telnet and pompous method of offering 
up human facrifices to the pride of tyrants. But this 
general maflacre of mankind, is one of the privileges, 
and the certain confequence of Kings; for as nature 
knows them net, they know vot ber, and although they are 
beings of our cwn creating, they know not us, and are be- 
come the gods of their creators. The Speech hath one good. 
quality, which is, that it is not calculated to deceive, nei- 
ther can we, even if we would, be deceived by it. Bruta- 
lity and tyranny appear on the face of it. It leaves us at no 
lofs: And every lire convinces, even in the mornent of read- 
ing, that He, who hunts the woods for prey, the naked and 
untutored Indian, is lefs a Savage than the King of Britain,. 
Sir John Da!rymiple, the putative father of a whining. 
jefuitical piece, fallaciovfly called, ** The addre/s of the pecs . 
ple of ENGLAND to the inhabitants of AMERICA,” baths, 
pethaps, from a vain fuppofition, that the people bere were 
; ) pes 
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fo be frightened at the pomp and defeription of a king, givens 
(though very unwifely on his part) the real character of the 
prefent one: ‘* But,” fays this whiter, “if you aré tnclin- 
ed to pay Compliments to an adminifftration, which we do 
not complain of,” (meahisg the Marquis of Rockingham’s 
at the repeal of the Stamp AG) “* it is very unfair in you 


_to withhold them from that prince, 47 whofe Nob ALONE 


they were permitted to do any thing.’ “Vhis is toryifm with 
a witnefs ! Here iy idolatry even without a mafk; And he 
who ¢an calmly héar; and digeft fach doCirine, hath for- 
feited his claim to rationality—ad apoftatée from the order of 
fnantiood ; and ought to be confidereds=as one; who hath 


Asot only given up the proper dignity of man, but funk him- 


felf beneath the rank of animals; and eontemptibly crawl 


- through the wor'd like a worm 


However, it matters very litué now, what the king of 
England either fays or docs; He hath wickedly broken 
through every motal and human obligation, tranipled na- 
ture and confcience benéath His feet 3 and by a fteady and 
conftiigtional fpirit of icfolence and cruelty; procured for 
himfelf an univerfal hatred. It is sow the intereft of Ame- 
fica to ptovide for herfelf. She hath already a large and 
young family; whoni it is dioré her duty to take caré of 


than to be granting away her property, to fupport a power 


who is becomé a reproach to the names of met and chrifti- 
ans—4Y, whiofe office it is to watch over the morals of a 
nation, ef whatfoever fet or denomination ye are of, as weil 


~ as ye; who, af: aiore immediately thé guardians of public 


liberty; if'we wifh to preferve your native country uncon= 
taminatéd by European corruptions ye mutt in fecret with 
a feparation—-But leaving the moral part to private refleCtis 
on, [ fhall ehicfly confine miy farther remarks to the follow< 
ing heads, — uk 

Fit. That it is the intere® of Artieriéd to be feparated 
from Britains | se 

Secondly, Which is the eéafieft and moft practicable 


plan, RECONCILIATION or INDEPENDANCE ? with 


fome occafiona! remarks. AR ie 7 
_ Tn fopport of the firft, I could, if T judged it proper, pro~ 
éuce the opinion of fome of the able and moft experience 
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menon thie continent and whofe fentiments, on that head, 
re not publicly known. It is in reality 2 felf evident pofitie 
on: For no nation ina ftate of foreign dependarice, limite 
ed in its commerce, and cramped and feitered in its legifiae 
tive powers, can ever errive at any material eminence. Ae 
merica doth not yet Enow what opulence is ; and althougly 
the progrefs which fhe hath made, ftands unparalleled in the 
hiftory of other nations, it is but childhood, compared with 
what the would be capable of arriving at, had fhe, as the 


ought to have, the legiftative powers in her own hands. 


England is, at this time, proudly coveting what would do 
her no: good; were fhe to accomplif& it; and the Continené 
hefitating on a matter, which will be her fal ruin if nee 
glected, It is the commerce and not the conqueft of Ame~ 
rica, by which England is to be benefited, and that would 
in a great meafure continue, were the countries as indepens 


dant of each other as France and Spain ; becavfe in many’. 


articles, neither cas go to a better market. But it is the 


independance of this country on Britain or any other, whicly, 
is now the main: and only abject wortiiy of contention, and, 
which, like a'l other truchs difcovered: by necefity, will ap 


pear clearer and flronger every day. 
Fir.  Becaufe it will come to that one time or others 
Secondly. Becaufe, the longer itis delayed the Barder i¢ 
will be to accbiapplifh, 


T have frequently amufed myfelf botiv in public and ee 


vate companies, with filently remarking, the {fpecious errors 
of thofe who {peak without refiecting.. And among the ma- 
ny which I have heard, the following feems the moft genes 
ral, viz, that had this: rapture happened forty or fifty years 


hence, inftead of now, the Continent would kave been more | 


able to have thaken ofthe dependence. To which I re- 


experieace gained in tite laft war, and which in forty or fifty 


ply, that our military ability, at this time, arifes {rom the | 


years time, wou'd' have been totally extin@,. The Conti- . 


nent, would: not, by that time, Have had a General, or even 
a military. officer. left; ; and we, or thofe who may fucceed 
us, would have been as ignorant of ovartial matiers as the 
anes Indians; And this fingle pefition, clofely attended 


Oy vrill unan(werably prove,:-that the prefent time is pre- 
ferable. 


oe 
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ferable to ail other. The argument turns thuse~at the 
conclufion of the laft war, we hed experience, bur warted 
numbers; and forty or fifty yeats hence, we fhould heve 
numbers, without experience ; wherefcre, the preper point 
of time, muft be {care particular point Det ween the iwe exe 
tremes, in which a {ufficiency of the former remains, and 
~ @ proper increafe of the latter is obtained : And tbat point 
of ‘ime is the prefent ime. 

The reader will pardon this digreffion, as.it does not pro= 
perly come under the head | Arf fet out with, and to which 
I again return by the following pofition, viz. 

Should affairs be patched up with Britain, and fhe to re- 
main the governing and foversign power of America, (which 
as matters are now circumftanced, is giving up the point in- 


tirely) we thal! depiive ourfelves of the very means of fink= 


ing the debt we have, or may contraé, The value of the 


back lands which fome of the provinces are clandeftinely- 
deprived of, by the unjuft extention of the limits of Canzday: 
valued only at five pounds fteriing per hundred actes, amount’ 


to upwards of twenty five millions, Pennfylvania currency § 

and the quitrents at one penny fterling per acre, to two mil- 

lions yearly. =~ 
It is by the fale of thofe lands that the debt may be funk, 


without burthen to any, and the quit-rent referved thereon, | 


will always Ieffen, and in time, will wholly fupport the 
yearly: expence of government. It matters not how long 
the debt is in paying, fo that the lands when. fold be ap- 
plied to the difcharge of it, and for the execution of which, 
she Congrefs for the time being, will be the continental 
truftees. “S 

I proceed now to the fecond head. viz. Which is the ea- 
fie& and moft practicable plan, RECONCILIATION OR INe 
PEPENDANCE ; with fome occafiona' remarks. © 

He who takes nature for his guide, is not ealily beater out 
of his argument, and on that, ground Lanfwer gererally——_os 
That INDEPENDANCE being @ SINGLE SIMPLE LINE, 
‘contained within our [elves ; and reconciliation, @ mailer ex@ 
evedingly perdlexed and cam plicated. and in which, a treacher 
oY capricious court is to interfere, gives the an/wer withoul &@ 
daubl, | . : baa ee : 
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The prefent fate of America is truly alarming to every 
man who is capabie of reflexion. Without law, without 
government, without any other mode of power than what 
_is founded -gn, and granted by courtefy. Held together by. 
an unexampled concurrence of fentiment, which, is never-. 
theiefs febjedt to change, and which, every fecret enemy ig 
endeavoring to diflolve, Our prefent condition, is, legifla- 
tion without: law; wifcom ‘without a plan; a conftitution. 
without a name ; and, what ic ftrangely aftonifhing, perfe& 
Independance contending for dependence, The inflance is 
Without a precedent; the cafe never exifted befores and 
who can teil what may be the event? The property of no 
san is fecure ia the prefent vabraced fyfiem of things, The 
mind ot the mufvtituce ig left at random, and (eeing no fixed 
object before them, they purfue fuch’ as fancy or opinion 
ftarts. Nothing is criminal; there is no {uch thing as trea- 
foa; wherefore, every one ibicks himlelf at liberty to a 
as he pleafes. “The Tories dared not have aflembled offen- 
fively, had they known that their lives, by that a€t, were : 
forfeiied to the laws of the ftate, A line of diftin@tion fhould 
be drawn, between, Engitfh foldiers taken in batt'e, and 
inhabitants of Ameiica taken in.arms. The firft are pri- | 
foners, but the laiter traitors. “The one forfeits his liberty, - 
the other his head. 3 oe 
Notwithftanding our wifdom, there is 2 vifible feeble= 
nefs in fome of our proceedings which gives encouragement © 
to diflentions. The Continental Belt ig too lofely buckled. 
And if fomething is now done in time, it will be too iate to 
do any thing, and we thal! fall into a ftate, in which, neither . 
Reconciliatign not Independance will be practicable. The 
king and his worthlefs adherents gre got at their od game 
pf dividing the Continent, and there are not wanting among » 
us, Printers, who will be bufy in {preading {pecious falfe- . 
hoods, The artiul and hypoeriticat letter which appeared 
a few months ago in two of the New-York papers, and 
likewife in two others, is an evidence that there are men | 
who want either judgment or honejty. 
It is eafy getting into holes and corners and talking of re- 
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the Continent divide thereon. Do they take within their 
view, all the various orders of men whofe fituation and cir- 
cumftances, as well as their own, are to be confidered there- 
ip. Do they put themfelves in the place of the fufferer 
whole ail is glready gone, and of the foldier, who hath quit- 
ted e// for the defence of his country. If their ill judged 
moderation be fuited to their own private fituations only, ree 
gardlefs of others, the event will convince them, that “ they 
are reckoning without their Hoft,” | | 

Put us, fays fome, on the footing we were on in fixty= 
three; To which I anfwer, the requeft is nét now in the 
power of Britain to comply with, neither will the propolé 
it , but if it were, and even fhould be granted, I afk, asa 
reafonable queftion, By what means is (ugh a corrupt and 
faithlefs court to be kept to its engagements? Another par- 
liament, nay, even the prefent, may hereafter repeal the 
obligation, on the pretence, of its being violently obtained, 
or unwifcly granted; and in that cafe, Where is our re- - 
drefs ?-No going to law with nations; cannon are the 
barrifters of Crowns 3 and the (word, not of juftice, but of 
war, decides the-fuit. To be on the footing of fixty- three, 
it is not fufficient, that the laws only be put on the fame 
ftate, but, that our circumftances, likewife, be put on the 
fame ftate, Our burnt and deftioyed towns repaired or buile 
up, Our private lofles made good, our public debts (contraét= 
ed for defence) difcharged ; otherwife, we thall be millions 
worfe than we were at that enviable period, Suchare- | 
queft, had it been complied with a year ago, would have 
won the heart and foul of the Continentebut now it is toe ; 
late, “© The Rubicon is pafled,” 

Befides, the taking up arms, merely to enforce the repeal 
of a pecuniary law, feems as unwarrantable by the divine 
Jaw, and as repugnant to human feelings, as the taking up 
arms to enforce obedience thereta. The objec, on either 
fide, doth wot juftify the means; for the lives of men are 
too valuable to be caft away on fuch trifles. It is the vio- 
lence which is done and threatened to our perfons; the des 
ftruGtion of our property by an armed force ; the envafion 
of our country by fire and fword, which confcientioufly 
qualifies the ufe of arms; And the infant, in which aa, 
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shode of defenée became neceflary, all fubje€tion to Britait 
ought to have ceafed; and the independancy of Americas 
fhould have been corfidered, as dating its vera from, and 
publithed by, she fir/i .mu/ket that was fred againft her. This 
line is a line of confiflency ; neither drawn by caprice, nor 
a extended by ambition ; but produced by a chain of events, 
of which the colonies were not the authors. — 7 
\] thall conclude thefe remarks, with the following timely 
and well intended hints. We ought to refic&t, that there 
_ gte three different ways, by which an independancy may 
hereafter be effected; and that one of thofe three, will cne 
day or other, be the fate of America, viz, By the legal» 
voice of the people in Congrefs; by a military powers oF 
by a mob: Ic may not always happen that our foldiers are 
citizens, and the multitude a body of reafonab'e men}; Vile | 
tue, as I have already remarked, is rot hereditary, neither is it | 
perpetua!, Should an independancy be brought about by the © | 
fiift of thofe’ means, we have every opportunity and every - 
encouragement before us, to form the nobleft pureft conftie | 
tution on the face of the earth. We have it in our power” 
to'begin the world over again. A fituation, fimilar to the © 
prefent, hath not happened fince the days of Noah until 
now. The birth day of a new wor'd is at hand, and a race 
of men, perhaps as numerous a6 all Europe contains, are te 
receive their portion of freedom from the event of a few 
months. ‘The reflexion is awfule=and in this point of views 
How wifing, how ridiculous, do the little, paltry cavele 
lings, of a few weak or interefted men appear, when weighs — 
ed againft the bufinels of a world. | . 
- Shou'd we negle&t the prefent favorable and inviting pes 
siod, and an Independance be hereafter effeGed by any o- 
li: cher means, we muft charge the confequence to ourfelvesy 
ie orto thofe rather, whofe narrow and prejudiced fou's, are 
| habitually oppcfing the meafure, without either inquiring 
or refeGting. There are reafons to be given in fupport of 
Independance, which men fhould rather privately think of, 
ehan be publicly told of, We ought not now to be debat- 
ing whether we (hall be independant or not, but, anxious 
£0 accomplith ‘tona firm, fecure, and honorable bafis, and — 
wngafy raiher that it is mot yet began upon. Every cay - 
sega | . | Gone 
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Convinces us of its neceffity, Even the Tories {if fuch bee 
ings yet remain among us) fhould, of all mien, be the moft 
folicitous to promote it; for, as the appointment of come 
mitiees at firft, proteCled them from popular rage, fo, a wife 
and well eftablifhed form of government, will! be the only 
‘eértain means of continuing it fecurely to them Wherefore, 
if they have not virtue enough to be Wrics, they oughe 
to have prudence enough to with for Independance, 

In thort, Independance is the only Bonp that catrtye 
and keep us together, We fhall then fee our objet and 
our ears wili be legally (hut againft the {cheares of an intrigue 


ing, as we'll, as acruel enemy. We fha!! then too, be on 


& proper footing, to treat with Britain ; for there is reafon tg 
conclude that the pride of that eourt, will be lefs hurt by 
treating with the American fates for tetms of peace, than 
with thofe whom: fhe derominates, “ rebellious fubjeas,” 
for terms of accommodation. ft is our delaying it that ens 
€oucages her to hope for conqueft, and our back wardnefs 
tends only to prolong the war. As we have, without any 
good effect therefrom, withheld our trade ta obtain a Tes 
érefs of our grievances, let us mow try the alternative, by 
independantly cedrefiing thems ourfeives, and then offcring ta 
Open the trade. The mercantile and reafonable part ia 
Eng'and, will be ftill with us; becaufe, peace with trade, 
is preferable to war switheut it. And if this Offer be not ace 
cepted, other courts may be applied to, _ pe 

On thefe grounds I reft the matter. And as tio offer hath 
yet been made to refute the do&trine cotained in the former 
editions of this pamphlet, itis a negative proof, that either: 
the doctrine cannot be refuted, or, that the party in favour 
of it are too numerous to be oppofed. WHererore, ine 
_ftead of gazing at each other with fufpicious or doubtful cue 


riofity, let each of us, hold out to his neighbour the hearty 


hand of friend(hip, and unite in drawing aline, which, like 
an act of oblivion {hall bury in forgetfulnefs every former 


diffention, Let the names of Whig and Tory be extingt ; 
and let none other be heard among us, than thofe of a good 


citimen, an open and refolute friend, and a virtusus febporter 
pe he RIGHTS of MANKIND and of the FREE AND IN- 
IEPENDANT STATES OF AMERICA, — ma 


OT SD i 


pity Bye sel ies eee —_ ae 

ae er pa it Pe ee ee sare) 
f fesse se Ents eS 9 BAe tes x 
BE ee rene pon ae ee Sree eae 


| i) APPENODI X. 
ih Go the Reprefentatives of rhe Religious Society of thé 
| People called Quakers, or to fo many of them as 
i| avere concerned impublifiing a late piece, entitled, 
i « The Ancient Testimony and Prinet- 
i _ & pues of the People called QuakERs renew 
6 ed, with refpeét co the Kine and Governs 
| ® ment, and touching the CommoTions now 
i - prevailing in thefe and other parts of AMER I¢ 
— ** ca addrefied to the Peorte is GENERAL.” 
££, Ts Writer of this, is one of thofe few, who never 


difhoners religion either by ridiculing, or cavile 
ling at any denomination whatfoever; To God, 
and not to _man, ase all men accountable on the {core of 
seligion. Wherefore, this epiftle is not fo properly addrefi- 
ed to you as a religious, but as a political body, dabbling: 
in matters, which the profefled Quietude of your Princk=: 
ples infru@ you not to meddle with, 2 ote 
As you have, without a proper authority for fo doings 
put yourfelves in the place of the whole body of the Qua- 
kers, fo; the writer of this, in order to be on an equal rank 
with yourfelves, is under the neceflity of putting himfelf. 
jin the place of ali thofe, who, approve the very writings 
and principles, again which, your tefimony is directed < 
And he hath chofen this fingolar ftuationy in’ order, that 
you might difcover in him that prefumption of charaéter 
which you cannot fee in yourfelves. For neither he nor. 
» you can have any claim or title to Political Reprefentations 
When men hage departed from the right way, it is po 
wonder that they fumble and fall, Amd it is evident froma 
the manner in which ye have managed your teftimony, 
that politics, (as a religious body of men) is not your pro~ 
per Walk ; for however well adapted it might appear to 
you, it is, neverthelefs, a jumble of good and bad put un 
wifely together, and the conclefion drawn therefrom, bot 
unnatural and unjuft. ie, 
‘The two firtt pages, (and the whole doth not make four) 
we give you credit for, and expeét the fame civility frone 
you, becaufe the love and defire of peace is not cone . 
fo Quakerifm, it is the naturel, as well the religious with of 
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ail denominations of men. And on this eround, as men 
laboring to efablity an Independant Confitution of our 
owa, do we excesd all others in our hope, end, and aim. 
Our plan ts peace for ever; We are tied of contention 
‘with Britain, aad can fee fo real end to it but <n a final 
feparation, We a& confiftenily, becaufe for the {zke of 
introducing an enélefs and uninterrupted peace, do we bear 
the evils and burthens of the crefent'days. We are endea- 
voting, and will Readily continue to endéavor, to feparaté 
and diflolve a connexion which hath already filled cue 
land with blood 3 and which, while the name of it re- 
mains, will be the fatal caufe of fuiure mifchiefs ta boii 
countries, see : Vaks ee 

We fight either for revenge hor congueft ; neither 
fromm pride nor paffion; we are not infulting the world 
with our fieete and armies, nor ravaging the globe for piun- 
“Ger, Beneach the fhade of our own vires are we atiecked 5 
in our own boufes, and on ovr own lands, is the violence 
committed againit us, We view our enemies in the cha- 


“ra@ler of Highwaymen and Houfebreakers, and having na 


defence for ourfelves in tHe civil law, are obliged to punifh 
them by she military one, and goply the fword, in the ve- 
ty cafe, where you have ‘before now, applied the halter. 
+———-~« Perhaps we feel for the ruined and infulted fuffer- 
ers in-all aod every part of the continent, with a depree of 


“fenderne(s which hath not yet made it’s wav inte {ome of 
your bofoms. But be ye’ fure that ye miflake nee the 
¢aufe and ground of your TeBimony. Cail not coldnefé 
of foul, religion s nor putthe Biget in the place cf the Ghrif= 
414%. Sib hy 

- O ye partial minifers of your own acknowledged pris- 
ciples. If che bearipg arms be finful, the rf going {6 wat 
muft he more fo, by all the difference between wilfal ate 
fack and unavoidable defence. Wherefore, if ye really 
‘preach from confcience, and mean not to make a political 
hobby hone of your religion, convince the world thereof, 
_by proclaiming your doétrine to cur enemies for they like 
wife bear ARMs. Give us proot of your fincerity by pab. 
ldhhing it at St. James’s, to the commanders in chief at Bof.. 
fon, to the Admirals and Captains who are piratically ra. 
* Peal he . Vasing 
Bey 
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-vaging our coafts, and to all the murdering mifcreants who. 
are acting in authority under H1m whom ye profefs to ferve. 
Had ye the honeft foul of * Barclay ye would preach re- 
pentance toe your king 3 Ye would tell the Royal Wretch 
his fins,. and warn him of eternal ruin. Ye would not 
fpend your partia! inveCtives againft the injured and the ia- 
fulted only, but, like faithful miaifters, would ery aloud and 
fpare none. Say not that ye are perfecuted, neither en- 

deavour to make us the authors of that reproach, which, 
ye are bringing upon yourfelves 5 for we teftify unto all 
gen, that we do not complain againft you becaule ye are 
Quakers, but becaule ye pretend to be and are NOT Quas 
here re a ae 

Alas ! it feems by the particular tendency of fome part 
of your teftimony, aad other parts of your condut, a9 iff 

ail.fin was reduced to, and comprehended in the ad? of bear= 
ing arms, and that by the people only. Ye appear to us, to 
have miftaken party for con{cience ; becaufc, the generat 
tenor of your aGtions wants uniformity : And it is excced- 
ingly difficult to us to give credit to many of your pretend: 

ed fcruples ; becaufe, we fee them made by the fame mea, 
who in the very inftant that they are exclaiming againft 
the mammion of this world, are neverthelefs, hunting after 
Phas a ftep as ftcady as time, and an appetite. as keen as 
Weath. k 


* & Then baff taped of profperity and adverfity; thou knowe/? 
what it is to be banifbed thy native country, to be overruled 
© as well as to rule, and fit upon the throne 3 and being ops 

preffed thou haff reafon to know how hateful zhe opp:eflor 
is both to God and man: If after all thefe warnings and ad« 
 wertifements , thou dof? not turn unto the Lord with all thy 
heart, but forget bim who remembered thee in thy aiftrefss 
and give up thy felf to follow luf? and vanity, furely great 
will be thy condemnation. Againft which fnare, as well as 
“the temptations of thofe whe may or do feed thee, and prompt 
thee to evil, the mof? excellent and prevalent remedy will bey 
to apply thyfelf to that light of Chri? which fhineth in thy 


bs (utter taeg te be at eafe in thy Pins es 
ie | Barclay’s Addrefs to Charles I, 
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conference, and which neither can, nor will flatter thee, nor 
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~ ‘The quotation which ye have made fromProverbs, in th® 
third ‘page of your teftimony, that, “ when 2 man’s way3 
pieafe the Lord, he maketh even his enemies to be at peace 
with him” ; is very unwifely chofen on your part ; becaufe, 
it amounts to a. proof, that the king’s ways (whom ye are 


fo defirous of {upperting) do zot pleafe the Lord, otherwile, . 


his reign would be in peace. 

: I now proceed to the latter part of your teftimony, and 
that, for which all the foregoing feems only an introduc- 
tion, viz. ’ 

 $ ft hath ever been our judgment and principle, fince 
$* we were called to profefs the light of Chrift Jefus, mani- 
“¢ feftec in our confciences unto this day, that the fetting up 
‘* and putting down kings and governments, is God’s pe- 
“* euliar prerogative ; for caufes bef known to himéelf : 
* And that it is not our bufinefs to have any hand or con- 
® trivance therein ; nor to be bufy bodies above our @a- 


** tion, much lefs to plot and contrive the ruin, or over. 


** turn of any of them, but to pray for the king, and fafety 
** of our nation, and good of all men: That we may live 
“* a peaceable and quiet life, in all godlinefs and honefty ¢ 
S* under the government whichGod is pleafed to fet over usm 
If thefe are really your principles why do ye not abide 
by them ? Why do ye not leave that, which ye call God’s 
Work, to be managed by himfelf ? Thefe very principles 
infirut you to wait with patience and humility, for the e- 
vent of all public meafures, and to receive that event as the 


Mivine willtowards you. Wherefore, what occafion is there’ 


" for your political teflimony if you fully believe what it con- 
tains ? And the very publifhing it proves, that cither, ye 


do not believe what ye profels, or have not virtue enough © 


to practife what ye believe. 

~ The principles of Quakerifm have a dire tendency ta 
make a man the quiet and inoffenfive fubje@ of any, and 
every government which ts fet over him. And if the letting 
up and putting down of kings and governments is God’s 
peculiar prerogative, he moft certain'y will nat be robbed 


thereof by us; wherefore, the principle itlelf leads you to 
approve of every thing, which ever happened, ar may hap. 


pen to kings as being his work, OLIVER CROMWELL 
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thanks yeu. CHARLES, then, died not by the hands of 
man; and thouid ihe prefent Proud Jmitator of him, come. 
tothe {ane untimely end, the writers and publifhers of the 
Teftimony, are bound, ‘by the do@rine it contains, to ap- 
piaud the fa. Kings are not taken away by miracles, 
neiherare changes io governments brought about by any 
pther means than fach as are common. and human ; and 
fuch we ae now uling. Even the difperfion of the Jews, 
thougs foretold by our Saviour, was effected by arms, 
Wherefore, as ye refufe to be the means on, one fide, ye 
ought not to be meddlers an the other ; but to wait the if- 
fue in filence ; and oslefs ye can produce divine authority, 
go prove, thatthe Almighty who hath created and piaced: * 
this mew world, at the greateft diftance it could péfibly 
fiand, salt and weft, from every, part of the oid, doth, ne- 
verthelefs, difapprove of its being independent of the corrupt 
and abandoned court of Britain, unlefs I fay, ye can thew 
this, how can ye on the ground of your principles, juftify:. 
the exciting and ftirring up the people *‘ firmly to unite im 
* the abborrence of all (uch writengs, and meafures, as evi= 
* dence a defire and defign to break off the bappy connéx= 
* ion we have hithesto tojoyed, with the kingdom of Great 
‘ Britain, and our juft and neceflary fuberdination to the’ 

‘ kiny, and thofe whe are lawfully placed in authority ua- 
& der him? Whata flep of the face is here! the meng 
wha, in the very paragraph before, have quietly and paf- 
fively refigred up the ordering, altering, and difpofal of kings 
and poveraments, into the hands of God, are now, recall- — 
jog their princip'es, and putting in for a fhare of the bufi- 
neis. Is it poffib'c, thatube conclufion, which is here juit- 
ly quoted, can any ways follow from the doctrine laid 
gown? The inconfitency is too glaring not to be feen 5 
the abfurdity teo great pot ta be laughed at ; and fuch as 
could on'y have been made by thofe, whole orderftand- 
jags were darkened by the narrow and crabby fpiritofa.. — * 
geipaicing polvtical party 3 for ye are not to be confidered as 
the whole body of the Quakers but only as a factional and 
fractianal part thereof. aH | 
. Here eads the examination of your teimony; (which [ 
gall upon no man to abhor, as ye have done, but only i 
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‘read and judge of faisly ; ) to which I fubjoin the following 


remark ; ** That the fetting up and putting down of kings.” 
moft certainly mean, the. making’ him aking, who is yet 
not fo, and the making him no king who is already one. 
And pray-what hath this todo in the prefent cafe? We 
neither mean to fet up nor.to put down, neither to make nog 
to unmake, but to have nothing tod» withthem. Where: 
fore, yourseftimony in whatever light itis viewed ferves on< 
ly to difhonor your judgement, and for many ether reafons 
had better have been let alone than publifhed. 

if. Becaufe it tends to the decreafe and reproach of all 
religion whatever, and is of the utmoft danger tofociety, ta 
make it a party in political difputes. vis 

adly, Becaufe it exhibits a body of men, numbers of 
whom difavow the publifhing political teflimonies,.as be- 
ing concerned therein and approvers thereof. 

gdly, Becaufe it hath a tendency toundo that continens 
tal harmony and friendthip which yourfelves by your late lie 
beral and charitable donations have lent a hand to eftablith s 


and the prefervation of which, is of the utmoft confequence 


tous all. : 
And here without anger or refentment I bid you farewel 


_ Sincerely wifhiag, that as men and chriftians, ye may al« 


ways fully and uninterruptedly enjoy every civil and religi- 
ous right ; and be, in your turn, the means of fecuring it ta) 
others ; but that the example which ye have unwifely fet, 
of mingling religion with politics, may be difayowed and rea 
probated by everyinbabitant of AMERICAs 2. 
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American Patriot's P rayer. 


ARENT of all, omnipotent 
In heav’n, and earth «below, 
it hro’ all creation’s bounds unfpent, 
Whofe ftreams of goodnefs flow. 


leach me to know from whence I rofe, 
_ And unto what defign’d ; ; 
No private aims let me propofe, 

Since link’d with human kind. 


But chief to hear my country’s voice, 

__ May all my thoughts incline, 

iTis reafon’s law, tis virtue’s choice, 
°Tis nature’s call, aad thine. 


Me from fair freedom’s facred caufe, 

- Let nothing e’er divide ; 

Grandeur, nor gold, nor vain applaufe, 
Nor friendthip falfe mifguide. 


Let me not faétion’s partial hate, 
Purfve to this land’s woe ; 

Nor grafp the thunder of the ftate, 
To wound a private foe. - 


_ Tf, for the right, to with the wrong, 

My country fhall combine, ie 

Single to ferve th’ erron’ous throng, 
Spight of themfelyes, be mine. 
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